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US health system’s woes
crossed the line in 1970s

by Eustace Durrett
and lke M. Thacker IV

Louisville native Peggy Kidwell was
a non-citizen resident of Canada while
working for five years on her doctorate at
theUniversity of Torontowhen her mother
suffered a heart attack and stroke in 1979,
following which Kidwell brought her to
Canadabecausethelatter had neither health
insurance nor savings.

The mother had emphysema, too,
and had likewise been told that the pa-
ralysis of her right side, caused by the
stroke, was permanent.

Thisparalysiswas cured by Canadian
doctors within two months; Kidwell had
her mother with her in Torontofor some 11
months until her mother insisted on
returning to Kentucky — after which she
saw acardiologist for lessthanfiveminutes.
ThisU.S. doctor inadvertently left off one
medicinefrom her list of prescriptionsand
said hewould see her againin two months.

Shediedinsix weeks. Thefuneral was
on Christmas Eve.

Not surprisingly, Kidwell believesthat
the Canadian health care system is
absolutely excellent (no bill resulted from
her mother’s treatment in Canada); she
also said she knew many dozens of people

there and knows of no widely-reported
longwaits; carewasprovidedimmediately.

Thisisan incomplete review of some
aspects of U.S. health care. However,
consider these statistics:

The United States used to have the tall-
est people in the world. But no more. The
short of it is that Americans met a height
plateau after World War |1 and gradually fell
behind the rest of the world' s populations.

As early asthe 1960s, most countries
in northern and western Europe had taller
(the long of it) citizens. The younger
generations of Japan and other prosperous
countries of Asia stand nearly as tall, on
average, as Americans. Holland has the
tallest men at six feet, two inches taller
than their U.S. counterparts.

Many economists and nutritionists
argue that height is correlated with a
population’ swell-being. They say that, as
arule, tall people are healthier, wealthier,
and live longer than short people. Some
researchers have even suggested that tall
people are more intelligent.

Tallness, in itself, doesn't make you
smarter, richer, or healthier. It's that the
same elements that make you taller — a
nutritious diet, good prenatal care, and a
healthy childhood — also confer these

(continued on page 7)

Floating remembrances

— photos by Eddie Davis

Lanternson a pond in Cherokee Park in Louisville Aug. 5
commemor ate the atomic bombings of Hir oshima and Nagasaki,
Japan. The program, organized by the Louisville FOR and other
groups, alsoincluded atalk by Margie Hunt, right, of Louisville, a
Hiroshima survivor, who said she harborsno ill will toward
Americans, but strongly believes we must prevent nuclear weapons
from being used again. See a poem about the gathering on page two.

Torrent of water drought of votes concern FOR chief

by George Morrison
FORsooth editfor

Waterlogged documents and voter apa
thy are two problems concerning FOR ex-
ecutivedirector Mark Johnson, who attended
many peace and justice eventsin the Louis-
villeareain July as hetraveled the nation to
become more familiar with the organization
since taking itstop post in March.

Still, Johnson, the former treasurer of
the Chicago FOR, wasupbeat duringaJuly
23interviewinLouisvilleabout thenational
organization’ swork in Colombiaand Iran,
anew blog (www.forpeace.org) that allows
internet users to converse on issues, and
the “Festival of Peace” planned at the
Nyack, N.Y. headquarters Sept. 13-to-16.

Johnson, 60, hasdevoted part of hisfirst
five months as director to asmall disaster at
Shadowcliff, the national FOR’s headquar-
ters on the Hudson River at Nyack. A sprin-
kler malfunctioned in July, sending atorrent
of water into the unoccupied building and
causing athird floor ceiling to collapse.

“1 would have liked to have spent the
last two weeks sort of catching up with
correspondence and so on, but instead |
spent the last two weeks sorting through

Mar k Johnson

very wet, soggy papers,” Johnson said.

Asidefrom theflood, the FOR isalso
dealing with a drought of participation in
National Council elections.

“The last two elections have secured
only afew hundred votes from a member-
ship that isin, literally, the tens of thou-
sands,” Johnson said. “The process that
wasput in placeto nominate candidatesfor
the National Council by regions acrossthe
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country basically generated aslatefor el ec-
tion that six or seven hundred people re-
sponded to. And the vacancies that had to
befilled betweennatural rotationsand some
resignations meant that the entire date
ended up on the national council.

“So oneof the questionsthat the orga-
nization wrestleswithishow do you main-
tainademocraticrel ationshiptoyour mem-
bership base and still sustain the recruit-
ment of talented individualsto serveonthe
national council.”

Finances are al so a concern; although
this problem resulted from good fortune
among membership, Johnson added,
explaining that the national FOR relies
considerably on bequests and annuities.

“Well, there were a couple of years
where not as many people passed away;
not as many major gifts arrived,” he said.
“And it turned out that the organization
was overextended in terms of staff and
programs and that led to, asthey say inthe
corporate world, some downsizing.

“So I've inherited a learner, meaner
organization, andit meansthat thestrategic
plan that was adopted by FOR in 2005 has
sort of been slow to take legs. So we're
anxiousnow tomakesurethat we' restaffed

To help with FOR needs, go
to www.forusa.org, then
select “ JoinFOR/donate.”

to meet the goals of that strategic plan and
that the staff we have is adequately
compensated and has the opportunity for
training and developing a culture of
teamwork and coherence.”

Despite these challenges, Johnson, a
peace activist and conscientious objector
during the 1960s who did c.o. alternative
service in Beirut, Lebanon, talked

(continued on page 3)
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A poem written to capture the experience of those who gathered by Willow Pond in
Cherokee Park on the first Sunday in August to remember Hiroshima.

Margie Hunt, a Hiroshima survivor, and Lee Thomas, a serviceman at the time
of the bombing, were among those who shared with the group.

REFLECTING

62 years after the bomb

62 resounding, fading gongs—

62 candles float along
Reflecting on the surface of the pond—
Reflecting as twilight descends
Upon us gathered there,

Aswe, listening, watching on the shore
Reflect upon the pain of War
And yearn for
Peace.

62 years after the bomb

62 resounding, fading gongs—
62 candles float along,
Aswe reflect upon
The words of those among us
Who bore witness to the bomb
That cleaved skin from bone—

The bomb that tore a gaping hole
In hearts and history.

62 resounding, fading gongs
Aswe reflect upon
The story of one woman

Of Japanese descent
Who as an adolescent survived
The horror of August 6, 1945—

One who literally could not speak at all
Of her experience—
Not even to her family
Until recently.

Reflecting, as 62 candles float along,
On the story of a man—
Then ayoung American soldier
Waiting on a boat offshore
At the moment of the bomb—
Living witness to the devastation done—

Living now as a passionate

Ambassador for Peace.

Reflecting, as 62 candles float along,

On the old “Gonna Love One Another” song,
On aprayer chanted by Tibetan monks,
On aprayer in Hebrew prayed,

And on a Rumi poem of unity,

Reaching to Rwanda

— photos by Eddie Davis

Six peaceeducatorsfrom Rwandastudied
methods of training mediators June 24 to 26in
a program a Central Presbyterian Church in
Louisville organized by the Peace Education
Program, which for 25 years has taught
nonviolent conflictresolutioninLouisvillearea
schools and community centers.

Left photo, Brenda Moorman (right), an
educator through Peace Ed, discussesresolution
techniques while Peace Ed executive director
Eileen Blanton listens. Bottom photo, Cliff
Irons, in dark shirt, youth services coordinator
at Irogquois High School, speaks. Next to him
areRwandan peace educators, fromleft, David
Bucuraand Sizere Marcellin.

Blanton said the Rwandans have been
training adults of the Hutu, Tutsi and Twa
people in conflict resolution in light of the
genocide of the 1990s and, through the June
program, they learned ways to teach youth.

Yarmuth backs war curb

Two area activists for a peaceful
resolution of the Iran-U.S. conflict have
helped secure the backing of U.S. Rep.
John Y armuth of Louisville for the cause.

Husband and wife David and Ona
Owen, whotraveledtolranlast year aspart
of an FOR-sponsored delegation, asked
Yarmuth, a democrat elected last fall, to
oppose the Bush administration’s leaning
toward war with Iran.

During a meeting with Yarmuth in

January, they told the congressman of
their trip. Inaletter of response, Y armuth
wrote: “lI am a proud sponsor of
H.Con.Res 33, legislation which ex-
presses the sense of Congress that the
President should not initiate military ac-
tion against Iran without first obtaining
authorization from Congress.”
Yarmuth's letter described the need
for authorization as” not discretionary; itis
alegal and Constitutional requirement.”

Reflecting,
As 62 gongs fade along with the light, Ve ~
As 62 candles float away,
Reflecting,
Aswe go our separate ways
Ever more convicted of the urgency
To live and work and pray
For Peace. Founded 1915
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Dearth of social forum news hints at fear of left in US

by lke M. Thacker IV
and Eustace Durrett

Despitethefact that about 35,000 people
attended thefirst U.S. Social Forum (USSF),
held in Atlanta June 27-to-July 1, there was
almost no mainstream mediacoverage of the
event (although unnecessary riot policewere
attheready, eventhelocal newspaper carried
only two articles on the USSF).

Perhaps this was partly due to the
palpablefear of therally goersand rallies,
of which one of the speakers at the report-
back at the Americana Community Center
July 19 spoke (this speaker constituted the
entire “Berea contingent”).

After al, when that many avowed
| eftists get together and start talking about
unity across causes and coalition-building
amongthevariousandvaried socia-justice
organizations, if the status quo isto avoid
trembling it had best shut itseyes (we hope
it does so all the way up until the dawn of
the revolution).

Or perhapsthelack of coveragewasat
least in part because the organizers of the
event did not sufficiently court it.

The first two speakers at the report
back noted that there were “too many”
workshops (hundreds of them!) at the
USSF, at least some of which were not up
to par (the second speaker, though, did
allow ashow theonessheactually attended
were “fabulous’); this would seem to
suggest at least some problemsin planning
thefirst event of itskind, for the side of the
political spectrum known for its
disorganization.

Theresult was, itisperhapsbest to say
with the third speaker at the report-back,
“overwhelming” in both good and bad
ways. This speaker understood the
perceived needto“ pleaseeverybody,” and
said that overall the USSF was “areally,
really good experience.”

L ater speakerswouldechothesethemes:
all agreed on at least threethings— it washot
in Atlanta those late-June days, there were

| I'_"éti':er“.a tx::
FORsooth
Fuel unclean

Here in Kentucky, our leaders,
including our governor and our legislators,
are heavy into high-stakes gambling —
with our environment and with the health
and the lives of the people of our
commonwealth and of our world.

In an effort to affect elections and to
exercise partisan one-upmanship, our
leaders are forgetting why they were
elected. They are trying to bulldoze the
citizensof thisstateinto accepting coal -to-
liquid technology without doing their
homework and without caring about the
consequences of this technology on our
world and ontheenvironment. Our leaders
do this under the guise of creating more
jobs, progress and winning votes.

We must not allow our governor and
our legislators to sell the soul of this
commonwealth andto pushthistechnol ogy
on us. Wemust not allow them to continue
to give huge subsidies to the coal industry
and to prop up their own political
campaigns. We must stop this corporate
welfare that is destroying our waters, our
mountains, our health, our democracy and
the health of our planet.

Coal-to-liquid fuel is not an alterna-
tive energy that will lead to better health
for us or for our environment. It is not a
“clean” technology

Now morethan ever, we need leaders
who arewise, who do what isbest for their
constituents and for generations to come.
Please call your representatives and tell
them to stop this rush to coal-to-liquid
technology here in Kentucky.

Sister Rose Marie Cummins, OP
St. Catharine, Ky.

Note: This letter was also signed by
Sster Elaine Desrosiers, OP, Sster Rita
Hommrich, SCN, Sister Adrian Marie
Hofstetter, OP, Sister Margaret Marie
Hofstetter, OP, and Wren Smith, CoL

FOR chief

(continued from page 1)

glowingly about FOR work around the
world, including Colombia.

There, the FOR backs the peace
community of San José de Apartado a
community of 1,300 peoplecreatedin 1997
to oppose violence by al sides in the
nation’s civil war.

“Most Americans would be surprised
to learn that Colombia is the third largest
recipient of U.S. foreignmilitary aid. It has
the third largest percentage of its popula
tion that is displaced by war,” Johnson
said. “It has an enormous experience in
violations of human rights and of deaths
and assassinations.”

Johnson said FOR activism in
Colombia typifies proactive nonviolence
work in wars not yet on American front
pages, which he said also describes the
organization’ sdelegation to Iran last year.

“To have agroup of people who have
a transformative experience in Iran pre-
pared to give guidance and support to any
legislative effort to constrain the current
administration from the prospect of an in-
vasion of Iran is an important part of our
work,” he said.

Johnson also was upbeat about the
youth-oriented | Will Not Kill” campaign
against militarism and a global day of
fasting and repentance Oct. 8 to note the
killingand oppression of NativeAmericans.

Johnson said thework in Colombiain
particular has inspired the FOR to awider
challenge to violence.

“Our campaign growing out of the
Colombiaproject isto expand the number
of voicesin the effort to de-militarize the
world. There are seven hundred-and-
ninety-some U.S. military bases and
presences on foreign soil. And our goal is
to try to be a part of that community that
makestheefforttodismantlethat... military
presence around the world.”

lots of people there, and there were alot of
workshops (and concerts and parties).

Therewas not alot of reporting at the
debriefing on the actual content of the
USSF or itsworkshops, but what therewas
sheds little light on why the fear of it that
the" Bereacontingent” noted existed. Even
apresentation by U.S. Socialistswas quite
un-ideological, said one speaker, and the
most radical thing another mentioned was
a USSF moderator’ s comparison between
“guest-working” and slavery.

And that old bugaboo of disunity still
does bedevil the left. One of the main
thingsthat asizable L exington contingent,
madeup largely of University of Kentucky
students, suggested was cooperation and
coordination between grassrootsorganiza-
tions and their national officers. But re-
cently even pro-immigration groups and
their “leaders’ could not agree on whether
to support or reject President Bush’s pro-
posed overhaul of immigration policy.

Other speakers (the presenters as a

group, addressing 40-to-50 peopl e, consti-
tuted a partial “who’swho” of the Louis-
ville left) compared the current “RAP
INTELPRO” (government surveillance of
rappers) tothe COINTEL PRO of the 1960s
and 1970s; talked of a Kentucky Social
Forum, to perhaps be set sometimein 2009
and the next USSF, scheduled for 2010;
and spoke of the very encouraging promi-
nence of youth among USSF attendees.

In sum, the USSF report back’s only
significant flaw wasthat it was perhapstoo
brief. The content of the Atlanta event got
short shrift (having very nearly been able
to attend, we were hungry for more).

The theme of the USSF was that
another world is possible and a different
U.S. necessary; that such a large event
which prompted at least two of the people
who attended it to ask the question of
whether any U.S. isreally needed could go
virtually unnoticed is at first blush
disconcerting but upon reflection perhaps
agood thing.

Change”

Concert
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4th Annul Concert and Community Choir
Led by Harry Pickens

Sunday, September 9, 2007
4:00 - 5:30 pm
First Unitarian Church, 809 S. 4th St.

<. Celebrating the 25th Anniversary
\ of
The Peace Education Program

&

Free Admission - Donations Accepted
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Throwing weight around — a worthy ending after all

Look closely at this column, for you
may be reading history. I’'m going to do
something rare, if not unprecedented, in
the field of editing.

I’'m going to reinstate a sentence |
edited out of a piecein the last FORsooth.

GracieLewis, afaithful contributor of
pieces on everything from pollution in
LouisvilletotheVenezuelan revolution of
Hugo Chavez, had published in the July-
August FORsooth one of her many stories
ontheL ouisville-Seattlebusing casebefore
the U.S. Supreme Court.

This was her first since the decision
greatly reducing the use of race in student
assignment. The piece as it ran ended with
“Now we await U.S. Disgtrict Judge John
Heyburn’ sdecisionastohow besttoarriveat
that andwhat kind of timelineweareunder.”

What Gracie submitted, however,
continued that final sentence, so it ended
the piecewith: “Ted Gordon need not start
throwing his weight around!”

| thought it was a little brusque to
describe Gordon, the Louisvilleplaintiff's
attorney, that way, so | deleted it.

WEell, sincethen, Gordon asked Judge
Heyburn to:

* Order theimmediate implementation of
anew student assignment plan conform-
ing to the Supreme Court’ sruling, even
though that was logistically impossible
with school starting in a few weeks.

 Jail Jefferson County Public Schools
Superintendent Sheldon Berman and
other school officials if they didn’t
implement the plan immediately.

* Order hislegal feesinthecasereimbursed
by the school district, to thetune of $200
per hour - and hedidn’ t stopthere; Gordon
also wanted JCPS to pay him a bonus
because the high court decision had
national implications.

TobefairtoGordon, civil rightscases

customarily do result in the winning
side’ sfeesbeing reimbursed, but | don’t
think you' Il find any record of Thurgood
Marshall asking that the superintendent
of Topeka s schools be incarcerated.

AndMarshall’ sBrownvs. Board was

a9-0victory, unlike the 5-4 Louisville-
Seattledecision, whichvery nearly went
the other way, as Justice Anthony
Kennedy expressed strong support for
the concept of achieving integration.

» Asked that his client, parent Crystal
Meredith, who brought the Louisville suit
after her white son was denied admission
to an advanced program because of the
racial guidelines, bepaid$125,000indam-
ages, arguing that the denial of the schoal
of her choice caused her toincur expenses,
such aslost wages and car trips.

Meredith’s son, in fact, was denied

admission to the Bloom Elementary ad-
vanced program largely because she
missed the application deadline. Fur-
thermore, hewasadmitted the next year.

NOT

IN OUR NAME

AND WITH
OUR MONEY

JUSt
[[delas;

eorge Morrison

Whereas Gordon makes him out to be
Alfred Dreyfus, Sacco and Vanzetti all
rolled into one Louisville child, a year's
delay in school admission in large part
because of a parental oversight hardly
qualifiesapersonforinclusionin Amnesty
International bulletins.

| don’t begrudge Crystal Merediththe
right to pursue — as she told reporters —
what she seesasbest for her son. However,
| ask whites such as her, who allege undue
setbacks because of discrimination
remedieslikebusingand affirmativeaction,
toacknowledgetheconcretewaysinwhich
they have moved forward, or started life
with undue privileges, because of
segregation or discriminationlikethat with
whichLouisvillewasrigidly beset until the
modern civil rights struggle.

Of course many whites have been

plagued by poverty, disability or other
social problems, but even we have
traditionally beenabletoland onour feetin
ways that discrimination and segregation
blocked minorities from doing.

| say “we” becausemy father’ sback-
ground in and near Appal achiamakes us
aclassicexample. Portionsof Dad’ sfam-
ily were troubled by multiple genera-
tions of poverty, out-of-wedlock births
and violent deaths.

But beforeconcluding that thissounds
so much like low-income black America
that we, too, are owed affirmative action,
consider this. Dad sprang from this very
difficult and disadvantaged background
into the almost all-white world of televi-
sion news anchoring in the early 1950s.
Thiswasthanksto hisusing the Gl Bill at
asegregated university, receiving govern-
ment backing of hisand mom’ smortgages
in segregated suburbia and being hired by
several television stations which had no
black and almost no women on-air people.

Most of this racid exclusiveness that
opened doors for me was backed by or out-
right created by government, including the
very judicia body that sided with Meredith
in June; the U.S. Supreme Court enshrined
totally uncongtitutional segregation into this
nation’s fabric — and into the fabric of
Meredith’s and my families — with its 7-1
Plessy vs. Ferguson decision in 1896.

It upheld segregation six more times

before Brown vs. Board, each time
obliterating the hopes of millions of
minorities by allowing acaste systemina
nation where equal protection of the law
was supposed to be guaranteed.

Student assignment based on
nei ghborhoods, when neighborhoodshave
been so rigidly segregated (generaly by
governmentfiat),isn’tonanon-racial basis
at all. Race wastaken into account - to put
it mildly - when Louisville's housing was
segregated, so ending race as a student
assignment factor furthers that process of
taking of race into account.

That's not necessarily an FOR posi-
tion, athough the organization strongly
supports equal education for people of all
races and backgrounds.

Sometimes, however, it seemsthereis
littlewecandotoopposeentrenched power,
particularly a Supreme Court bearing the
stamp of the conservatism of three of the
last four presidents.

However, hereisonething wecando.
Wehereby reinstatethesentenceby Gracie:
“Ted Gordon need not start throwing his
weight around!”

Better yet, let's all examine how
statutory discrimination worked for or
against us so we whites can someday stop
throwing around - consciously or not —
the weight we gained from inequality.

Contact GeorgeMorrisonat klm86@att.net.

Third Thursday Lunches

presented by the

Fellowship of Reconciliation
September 2007 - January 2008

October 18

January 17

September 20 Palestine: Citizen Diplomat Fact Finding
Phil Schervish, Ph.D, Professor of Social Work at Spalding University, will discuss
the results and findings of an eight member fact finding delegation to Israel and Palestine,
including exploring and understanding the matrix of control and the future of the
two-state solution.

Ending Domestic Violence Together
Dale Van Fleet Herink, Vice President of Development at the Center for Women and
Families, will join us to define domestic violence, understand its dynamics and look
toward prevention in this Domestic Violence Awareness Month presentation.

November 15 Organizing Faith Communities for Abolition of the

Death Penalty in Kentucky
Doug Stern, a consultant to the Kentucky Coalition to Abolish the Death Penalty, will
speak about KCADP’s efforts to engage faith communities in key legislative districts
statewide to support the abolition of the death penalty. He will talk about his experiences
and give an overview of death penalty issues being considered for the 2008 Kentucky

General Assembly.

Churches Calling for Economic Justice in the 21" Century:
That All Shall Enjoy the Work of Their Own Hands

Elizabeth Hinson-Hasty, Assistant Professor of Theology at Bellarmine University, will
discuss the 21* Century Social Creed that is currently under review by member
denominations of the National Council of Churches, highlighting significant issues that
Christians of privilege should consider when calling for social and economic justice.

The Rudyard Kipling * 422 West Oak Street  Louisville

Buffet Lunch at 11:30 e Presentations at Noon
$7.00 » Reservations required

L\ For reservations, call Polly Johnson (473-8435)
(/ or Mary Ann Lambert (425-3844) by Tuesday before the Lunch
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The great emancipator’s great vision relevant in 2007

Listen to the words of Abraham
Lincoln, taken from a letter he wrote in
1864: “| see in the near future a crisis
approaching that unnerves me and causes
meto tremblefor the safety of my country.

“As aresult of war, corporations have
been enthroned, and an era of corruptionin
high placeswill follow, andthemoney power
of the country will endeavor to prolong its
reign by working upon the prejudices of the
people until all thewealthisaggregatedina
few hands and the republic is destroyed. |
fed, at this moment, more anxiety for the
safety of my country than ever before, even
in the midst of war. God grant that my
suspicions may prove groundless.”

Are Lincoln's suspicions, ailmost two
centuries ago, applicable today? A second-
term U.S. president often spends much time
kissing up to corporate gurus, hoping to get
themillionsand millionsof dollarstobuilda
presidential library — that pillar of self-
promoting pap that lame ducks crave. But
what doyoudoif yourimperial warinlraqis
kicking your imperia you-know-what?

Do you continue to replace generals
until you find one who will say what you
want? Or do you find another country to
invade, like Iran or Venezuela? Or do you
jack up the Patriot Act to stifle dissent? Or
isit al of the above?

Many fear that thisiswhat makesGeorge
Bush-the-younger so dangerous. Lookslike
the Democratswill re-takethe White House.
This could make a big difference in socia
welfare programs domestically, but what
about our aggression international ly?

Laber
Pasans

Ira Grupper

Hillary has no guts. Obama is not
appreciably better, what with hisjingoistic
statement encouraging the U.S. military to
wipeout Al Qaedain Pakistan. Edwardsis
very good on labor issues, but did not
know, when questioned, that Cuba’s
healthcare system was state-run! And
Kucinich, who is principled, progressive
and smart — doesn’t have a chance.

An example of how gutless is the
Democratic Party comes from
MOVEON.org. OnAugust 8it quotedfrom
a Washington Post editorial: “The
Democratic-led Congress, moreconcerned
with protecting its political backside than
with safeguarding theprivacy of American
citizens, left town early yesterday after
cavinginto administration demandsthat it
allowwarrantlesssurveillanceof thephone
calls and e-mails of American citizens,
with scant judicial supervision and no
reporting to Congress about how many
communications are being intercepted. To

call thislegislationill-consideredistogive
it too much credit: It was scarcely
considered at all.

“Instead, it wasstrong-armed through
both chambers by an administration that
seized the opportunity to write its
warrantless wiretapping program into law
— or, more precisely, to write it out from
under any real legal restrictions.”

Y et with the Democratsin power poor
andworking classpeoplehavesomebresath-
ing room on the domestic front (enshala
[may God grant it] is what my Arabic-
speaking friends say). Will we be smart
enough to become strong, and pressurethe
Democrats to do the right thing?

Speaking of doing the right thing, on
June 1st, 74 workers at Ohio Valley
Aluminum Co. (OVACO) in Shelbyville,
Kentucky, were forced out on strike by an
employer trying to deny themtheir dignity
andtheir righttoavoiceonthejob. OVACO
is a smelter plant that produces logs and
billets from scrap aluminum.

OVACO management has refused to
bargain in good faith with the workers, as
the law requires.

The company’ sdemandsareintended
to break the United Steelworkers local.
Theunion-represented groupin Shelbyville
includes pouring operators, assi stant pour-
ing operators, furnaceoperators, dolly driv-
€ers, saw operators, assi stant saw operators,
truck drivers and maintenance workers.

OVACO has been recruiting “scab”
replacement workers, particularly fromthe
large Latino population in the Shelbyville

during the pilgrimage.

The pilgrimage itself is designed to:

Those who participate will receive:

THE HESCHEL/MERTON PILGRIMAGE FOR PEACE AND NON-VIOLENCE 2007

Interfaith Paths to Peace is pleased to announce The Heschel/Merton Pilgrimage 2007, a 5-day event, Oct. 11-15,
designed to involve 50 individuals in a 5-day pilgrimage in and around the Louisville area to draw attention to finding
non-violent ways to address the major problems confronting our community, the nation and the world.

Building on the highly successful Gandhi/Merton Pilgrimage for Peace and Non-Violence held in September of
2006, this year’s pilgrimage is named to honor Thomas Merton, and Abraham Joshua Heschel, one of the 20"
Century’s greatest Jewish thinkers, and a major force in peace and justice. Heschel worked closely with the Reverend
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. This year marks the Centennial of Heschel’s birth.

Sponsors and partners for the event as of this date include the Fellowship of Reconciliation, Louisville Chapter;
the Episcopal Diocese of Kentucky; The Thomas Merton Center and Archives at Bellarmine University; St. William
Catholic Church; Christ Church Cathedral; the Center for Interfaith Relations; CrossRoads Ministry; the Americana
Center; Douglass Boulevard Christian Church; and Pax Christi, the Roman Catholic peace and justice organization.

To register, call Interfaith Paths to Peace at 214-7322 or e-mail Director@InterfaithPathsToPeace.org.

What are the goals of the pilgrimage?

1. Deliver high quality non-violence training led by nationally renowned non-violence educator Jim McGinnis
(of the Institute for Peace and Justice) to a group of 50 individuals drawn from a wide variety of backgrounds,
and representative of the world’s great religions and cultures.

2. Enable these pilgrims to return to their synagogues, mosques, churches and temples to train others about how
to confront and overcome problems related to peace and justice through non-violent means.

3. Confront the pilgrims with the problems related to peace and justice (hunger, homelessness, violence, poverty,
war, disease, lack of affordable healthcare, refugees) in our own community and around the world, and
acquaint them with the groups and organizations in Louisville that address those problems.

{l An in-depth introduction to the key concepts and practices of non-violence led by renowned non-violence
educator Jim McGinnis of the Institute for Peace and Justice,

1 An introduction to the key concepts of peace, justice and non-violence in the world’s great religions.
y P J g g

{l An in-depth examination of the full spectrum of peace and justice issues in our community as we walk through
many of the city’s neighborhoods.

I An opportunity to witness to the power of non-violence to people throughout the Louisville area

I An opportunity to more fully embrace active non-violence in our daily lives.

Who can take part in the pilgrimage?

Participation in the pilgrimage is open to persons of all religions and to those who describe themselves as spiritual but
who do not identify themselves with any religion.

What is required; what will be provided?

It is expected that those who make the commitment to walk in the pilgrimage will be able to walk (or roll) for up to
seven miles per day. Housing and food (with vegetarian options) will be provided. Pilgrims will need to bring a
sleeping bag. Please note that the sleeping bags and backpacks will be transported for the pilgrims each day. While
there is no fee for taking part in the pilgrimage, it is hoped that each pilgrim will make some form of financial
contribution to offset the cost of the trek.

area. Fortunately, many local Latinos
refused to cross the picket line.

Some of the documented unfair labor
practices include: changing starting rates
of pay; coercing employeesto sign aletter
of withdrawal from the union; threatening
to terminate employees for standing with
the union on the picket line; unilaterally
changingthepayday for employeeswithout
bargaining; and unilaterally changingwork
rules without bargaining (info gathered
from the United Steel Workers, Kentucky
Jobswith Justiceand TheCourier-Journal).

Let’sturn from unfair labor practices
tounfair journalismpractices. KatieHafner
reportsin the New York Times August 19:
“Last year a Wikipedia visitor edited the
entry for the SeaWorld theme parks to
change al mentions of ‘orcas’ to ‘killer
whales,’ insisting that this was a more
accurate name for the species.

“Therewasanother, unexplained edit:
aparagraph about criticism of SeaWorld's
“lack of respect toward its orcas’
disappeared. Both changes, it turns out,
originated at a computer at Anheuser-
Busch, SeaWorld’ sowner.” Readthewhole
articletoseehow bigcompanieslikePepsi,
ExxonMobil, Wal-Mart, Diebold and Dell
have altered Wikipedia entries.

So, what's so new about big capital
de-fumigating itself from the stench of
misleading information? Y our scribe was
struck by aheadlineinthe New York Times
on July 31: “More Lenders Feeling Pain
From Defaults.” It isindeed sad that these
folk, who speculate on whether there will
be roofs over people's heads, are now
facing consequencessimilartothevariable-
rate borrowers they were sucking dry.

Maybe there will be an article soon
about the seemingly countlessvictims of
these lender-vultures, the thousands and
thousands and thousands of families
forced to abandon the American dream
of home ownership.

Oh, and while we are on the topic of
unfairness, | livedin Georgiaand Mississi ppi
inthe 1960sand well remember the disgust-
ing“ colored” and“white” signsonrestrooms.
And | remember reading about the signsthe
British colonizers put on park benches in
China: no dogs or Chinese allowed.

Thereis gill ayearning for those good
old days. An August 3 dispatch from Mike
Drummond (McClatchy Newspapers) head-
lines: “ At U.S. base, Iragismust use separate
latrine.” It referencesForward OperatingBase
Warhorsg, Irag: “ Thesigntapedtothemen’s
latrine is just five lines: ‘“US MILITARY

It needed only one: ‘NO IRAQIS." "

Well, notwithstanding President
Truman’sorder to integratethe military in
the 1940s, wearefollowing in true Ameri-
can tradition. Aint democracy wonderful ?

Comeuppance department: Stephen
Bartlett wrote your scribe in early July to
correct info in our column on the U.S.
Social ForuminAtlanta: “ Theslogan goes:
Another World is Possible, Another
UNITED STATES is Necessary.

“Also, it is not very significant but |
would not characterize the first WSF as
Brazilianinitiated, sincethe plannerswere
from across Latin America and Europe.
They happened to choose Porto Alegre
Brazil for the first forum in 2001, and the
Brazilian organi zationswerekey tomaking
that happen, but theplannersof theoriginal
WSFwere, asl said, international inscope.”
Both criticisms are correct.

Let’s close by returning to the issues
of democracy and decency. The Boston
Globeon August 16 carried an APdispatch
fromKansasCity, Missouri: “ A manthrew
his serioudly ill wife four stories to her
death because he could no longer afford to
pay for her medical care, prosecutors said
in charging him with second-degree
murder.” 1t did not indicate whether those
who withhold your medical care unless
you pay for their Lamborghinis were also
charged with murder.

Contact Ira Grupper at irag@iglou.com.
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PRESBYTERIANS
SEEK A NEW PATH
TO THE FUTURE

A report by George Edwards

| foundit quiteamazingthat Rick Ufford-
Chase, the new Executive Director of the
Presbyterian Peace Fellowship, was brought
hereby theMid-K entucky Presbytery to speak
atitsAnnual Resource and Training I nstitute.
The meeting was held at Beulah Presbyterian
Church in Fern Creek on August 25, 2007.

Rick spokethreetimes, twiceinworkshop
settings and once in a plenary session. This
brief resume of his remarks does not pretend to be a stenographical account but a sharing
of some impressions from an octogenarian trying to keep up with an eloquent leader in the
new generation. Hisgeneral themewas"” On Being Chur ch: Standingwith JesusAgainst
the Culture of Fear.”

Despite hiscandid admissionthat someuncertainty still overshadowshiscareer choice,
one becomes immediately aware of the charismatic gifts of this 43-year old son of a
Pennsylvaniapastor. Hisvery extensiveknowledgeof the Presbyterian Church derivesfrom
hisrecently completedtwoyearsasM oderator of the General Assembly —thedenomination’s
highest officer.

Some years ago Rick enrolled at Princeton Theological Seminary but dropped out
because the curriculum and teaching turned him off by the lack of its connection with the

An update on area events
by Jean Edwards

Jean's
Journal

Singer-Songwriter-Activist

ANNE FEENLEY

with special guest John Gage

Anne Feeney performs music designed to
‘comfort the afflicted and afflict the comfortable'

She has sung at thousands of demonstrations and labor rallies from the WTO uprising in Seattle
to the March For Women's Lives in Washington, DC. Her songbag draws on Irish, bluegrass,
traditional, labor, folk and contemporary material. Feeney's anthem, "Have You Been To Jail For
Justice?", is featured on Peter Paul & Mary's CD, "In These Times".

"Anne Feeney is the best labor singer in North America"
-Utah Phillips

"a catalyst in the topical song movement"
-Peggy Seeger

"I adore Anne Feeney, not only because she's a
wonderful songwriter, which she is, but also
because she's a person who has lived her
songs. Anne is a role model for us."”
-Peter Yarrow, Peter Paul & Mary

FRIDAY
OCTOBER 5TH
8:00PM
Central Presbyterian Church

Fourth St. & Kentucky Ave. -
L
Benefit for Kentuckians For Single Payer e
Healthcare & Physicians for a National *
Health Program-KY
DONATION  $8.00
For tickets send check, payable to b
PNHP-KY, to Kay Tillow, 1227 S. 6th #2,
Louisville, KY 40203
%X

Further information call 636-1551

problems the church must face in the world of our time. He has become enthused by the
theological sophistication of the late Miles Horton, founder of the Highlander Folk
School at New Market, Tennessee, asexpressed in Morton’ srecently republished book, The
Long Haul. Morton’ sexperiencein facing problems of racial, international, economic, and
ecological violence isamodel for usin the church of this era.

Rick’ ssocial gospel isstrongly embeddedinbiblical textslikeL uke6:1-11 where Jesus
places greater weight on serving human need than on sabbath prohibitions. He also prefers
Lucan features (Luke 7:17ff) of the Sermon on the Plain rather than parallelsin Matthew.
His prayers deal with the struggle against human injustice without encouraging retaliatory
violence or appealing to the wrath of God.

Rick enunciatesclearly and hasvoca power which relieson vigorousfrom-the-diaphragm
exercise. Hisretorica skill isevidentin hisfacial expression also, marked by acaptivating smile
which encourages friendship and good will. But hewillingly admitsthat heis* bound to offend
almost everybody.” He avoids debating. The sparring it cultivatesincreases rancor. So heturns
his body aside so that the heat of the debater does not hit him squarely in the face.

Rick toldastory about anarmy chaplainwho chided himfor callingthelragwar unwise,
illegal, andimmoral becausesuchwordshurt deeply thosewhoreject thesecharacterizations.
Rick haslearned that passion must not destroy humility and assuresusthat over time he has
given more attention to nuance in his judgments. After atwo-hour conversation with the
chaplain, Rick stated his wish that disagreement should not cause enmity. The chaplain
finally conceded one point: Rick is not awimp!

Rick agreeswith church statisticianswho claimthat 75% of Presbyterian congregations
were, early on, in favor of the war in Irag, while 75% of the pastors were opposed to it. In
addition, official church polls show with some consistency more liberal inclination on
sensitive social issues among the ministers. Rick did not use the term “neocons’ or
“fundamentalists’ in his speeches, perhaps because he avoids stereotyping.

Rick proposesaccompaniment— go thereand bewith thosedirectly affected by natural
disaster or human brutality — asin Darfur, New Orleans, The Democratic Republic of the
Congo, Gaza, L ebanon, etc., work pioneered by Christian Peacemaker Teams. The Presby-
terian Peace Fellowship now has volunteers going on amonthly rotating basisto Colombia
to accompany thosein aparticularly vulnerable situation. PPF wasin Nicaragua during the
Contra War alongside ecumenical agencies such as Witness for Peace. For several years,
Rick worked with the Borderlinks program in Tucson together with the Rev. John Fife.

Rick’s vision of the future church is inventive, courageous, and worthy of in depth
consideration by all who take religion seriously.

STUDENTS FACE THE MILITARY

A word of caution. High schools are back in session across Jefferson County and that
means students— and military recruiters— are headed back to our schools. Nationally, the
Pentagon spends $4 hillion ayear on itsrecruiting efforts. Students, parents and JCPS can
focusthough, during thehigh school years, on getting thebest academi c/career opportunities
possiblefor our students and finding asafer, surer way to pay for it than military service—
to “aim higher” asthe old Air Force recruiting slogan goes.

The federal Opt Out program — allowing high school students and families to deny
release of contact informationto the military —isasimplestepto help avoid along barrage
of recruiting letters, phone calls, and videos during high school. Look at the Opt Out form
in your JCPS handbook or registration materials and tell your friends about it.

Studentsin grades 9-12 (or their parents) need to sign and return the Opt Out formto their
school officebefore September 14 to effectively deny rel ease. Freshmen and sophomoresmight
not be thinking about this yet, but they need to. If they don’t Opt Out, their information could
go to the military thisyear, and a subsequent Opt Out sign-up would be meaningless.

Wethink most students and parents may not even know about the Opt Out form. Over the
last few years, the JCPS Opt Out rates have been varying wildly from school to school, from
1% to greater than 60%, The American Civil Liberties Unit in other Kentucky counties found
that some school systems didn’t even have a process to comply with this federal requirement.

We would like to hear from students how this information and the Opt Out form are
presentedintheir schools. Did you and your parentsknow about it?\Wastheform distributed
only in the handbook? Any discussion in class? Any mailingsto the home to parents about
it? We'd also like to hear about where and when the military is in your school making
contacts — lunch rooms? classes? assemblies? signs? literature? etc.

Our“ Aim Higher” committee (counter_recruit@yahoo.com) ispart of the Louisville
Fellowship of Reconciliation. We track theincreasing military presencein JCPS, and we
actually pushed JCPS to develop this federally-required Opt Out program. Contact usif
you have questions about Opt Out, enlistment, and alternatives, or if you can share
information about the military presence in your school.

Please contact Chris Har mer, 893-2334.

We still need YOU!

If you have been thinking
about stepping up and
replacing Jean Edwards
as volunteer editor of the
Calendar for Peacemakers
on page 8 of each FORsooth,
NOW isthe time!
You'll need areliable
internet-access computer,
but we will give you
complete training.
You'll never have
adull moment!

Contact George Morrison
944-6460 or KIm86@att.net.

40th Anniversary of thelsradli
Military Occupation of the West Bank,
the Gaza Strip and Eag Jerusalem
June 1967-June 2007/

Call upon the U.S. to act with courage and determination
to end the occupation and secure a state of Palestine
beside the state of | srael

Every Friday: 12 Noon — 1:00 PM
Corner of 6th Street & Broadway
L ouisville, Kentucky
Louisville Committee for Israeli/Palestinian States (502.451.5658) www.louisvillepeace.or g/twostates.html

Fellowship of Reconciliation (FOR)/Louisville Chapter (502.458.8056) www.louisville-for.org
American-Arab Anti-Discrimination Committee (ADC)/Kentucky Chapter (502.893.9828) www.adckentucky.com

at theVIGIL

FORsooth



‘A transformed Alice Walker’ calls for deeper insights

We Are What We Have
Been Waiting For

by Alice Walker 257 pp.
The New Press, New Y ork, 2006

reviewed by Corrine McCann

Inthisbook of meditations, poetry and
essayswemeet atransformed AliceWalker.
She challenges the reader to look with
deeper insight into life in these times.

And these are times of global
enlightenment. Native American, African
and Earth Spiritualities weave with
Buddhist thought, feminist theology and
other wisdom writings.

Walker sharesmuchof her ownjourney,
including the angry and violent years of the
1960s. She addressesthe pain of censorship
and what it doesto her and to others.

In defense of her writing with words

BOOK REVIEW

that are shocking and provocative, Walker
mentions that some readers have only
glanced at thefirst few pages of The Color
Purple and then set the book aside because
of unconventional language. Walker has
frequently defended her writing by
mentioning that other cultures, especially
of those persons who are downtrodden,
oppressed, broken and marginalized do
indeed speak and relatedifferently thanthe
relatively burdenfree. Shehasurgedreaders
to go beyond their comfort level and view
her novels with understanding and
compassion for the characters.
InWeAreWhat We Have Been Wait-
ing For, the good of socialism and Fidel
Castro and the happy, humble people of

Cuba are acknowledged. The not so good
of capitalism, the unequal distribution of
wealth, and theabominationsof war andits
consequences are scrutinized.

Those mentioned in detail regarding
war are peace activist Cindy Sheehan and
otherswho lose loved onesin Irag and the
MiddleEast. Walker quotesAlbert Einstein,
who warned that World War I11 might be
fought with nuclear weapons. If any survive
that holocaust, WWIV would be fought
with sticks and stones.

Regarding the Gospels, Waker men-
tionsthe Gnosticsand Nag Hammadi scrolls
aswell asthe Canonicals. Readersare urged
towritetheir own Gospels. From the Gospel
of Shug, (acharacterin TheColor Purple) we
have this Bestitude: “Helped (Blessed) are
thosewholovethewholecosmosrather than
their own tiny country, city or farm; to them
will be shown the unbroken web of life and
the meaning of infinity.”

Some of Walker’s chapters end with
meditations and/or invitations. These are
to help the reader expand his or her own
evol utionary consciousness, away toglobal
peace. Try this exercise paraphrased from
page 218:

Stand for oneminuteinacircleor aone
with your hand on your heart. Chant the
following for 60 seconds: One Earth, One
People, OneLove.” Perhapsthesewordswill
resonate within and throughout the day.

Walker’s book is full of surprises. It
includes some of her shocking words, so
readers beware.

As the cover states, it is written for
“inner light in atime of darkness.”

Thereviewer livesin Crawfordsville,
Ind. and is the retired coordinator of the
Earth Education Project of the Kentucky
Dominican Ssters.

From child’s

House of War

by James Carroll
Houghton Mifflin, Co., 2006, 657 pp.

reviewed by Miriam Corcoran, SCN

“Like slavery before it, war as a
legitimate activity can be left behind, and
withit the prospect of nuclear war. Indeed,
thisis an old hope for the new age.”

Withtheseconsolingwords, BostonGlobe
columnist JamesCarroll inspiresreadersasthey
near the end of House of War. Subtitled The
Pentagon and the Disastrous Rise of American
Power, this 657-page volume includes text,
notes, bibliography, and index.

Carrall wrote 14 books prior to thisone
and is probably best known for his National
Book Awardwinner, An American Requiem.

In House of War, Carroll recountsthe
significance of the Pentagon in American
and world history from the building’ s cer-
emonial groundbreaking on September 11,
1941, to 2006, the year of the book’ s pub-
lication. It isindeed singular that the Pen-
tagon commenced almost sixty yearstothe
minute before American Airlinesflight 77
crashed into it on September 11, 2001.

James Carroll’ s persona connection to
the Pentagon beganin 1947 at agefour when
his father, Joseph Carrall, received a com-
missioninthereservesasabrigadier genera
of the U.S. Air Force, the book said, adding
that the older Carroll then designed the Air
Force Officeof Specid Investigationswhich

functioned a the Pentagon. Thus, young
James dlid down the building's dick floors
and later learned of itsvariousmissionsashe
grew to manhood, he wrote.

James Carroll spellsoutin convincing
detail hisbook’ s sub-title, referring to the
disastrous rise of American power.

House of War qualifies as a “two
marker book” — onebookmark for thetext
and another for the copious notes which
reveal Carroll’s extensive research. This
reader often needed to review Carroll’s
accounts of the many defense personnel
who have led that “disastrous rise of

Americanpower” from 1943tothepresent.

This book almost provides a college
lectureseriesin Americanandworldhistory
as it recounts the ways the U.S. has
dominated our planet militarily.

Carroll concludeshistext with acom-
pelling quotethat reflectsthehopeful words
which openedthisreview. In-

play at Pentagon to struggling against it

learned from himtheultimatelesson of my
ownmortality. How briefly ontheearthwe
are. Toobriefly, | insist, not tofind another
way to live than by killing.”

Thereviewer isanunwith the Ssters
of Charity of Nazareth.

deed, dl is not “gloom and
doom” in House of War.
Rather, James Carroll be-

CALENDAR (continued from back page)

Oct 12 (Fri) DECONSTRUCTING VIOLENCE AND BUILDING PEACE, one-day
interdisciplinary conference 8:30-5:00 including panel and break-out discussions.
Keynote Speaker FATHER JOHN DEAR. (www.johndear.org) Sponsored by the
College of Socia Sciences & Humanities at Spalding University. Egan Leadership
Center. Prior registration $20. Send check or money order to Spalding University,
Dean, CSSH, 851 S4th St, Louisville, KY 40203. After October 1, $25 at the door.

OUT OF TOWN EVENTS

Sept 15 (Sat) MARCH ON THE WHITE HOUSE. THOUSANDSWILL GO TO
WASHINGTON TO “TURN UP THE HEAT.” Saturday protest will be
followed by Monday actionsin the halls and offices of Congress to coincide
with the report by General Petraeus on the progress of the “surge” in Irag.
Action will include a mass Die-In/Funeral. www.Sept15.0rg

Sept 16 (Sun) YOU ARE INVITED! THIRD ANNUAL FESTIVAL OF PEACE & FOR's
national headquartersin Nyack, NY. A celebration on the great lawn behind beautiful
Shadowcliff overlooking the Hudson River. Open House, 1-5 pm, free. Enjoy live
international music, entertainment, children’s activities and performances.
Refereshments, books, gifts availablefor purchase, plusasilent auction and presenta-
tion of the Martin Luther King Award and the Pfeffer Peace Prize. It's worth the trip!
Contact Anita Fee, anita@forusa.org, www.forusa.org, 845/358-4601, ext.32.

lieves we can change. July 2007
Speaking of hisdeceased
father, Carroll writes, “I BEGINNING BALANCE .......cccoeunee. $6,188.10
Refunded Check .......cccovvvviiinininnne 150.00
Donations & Honorariums................... 330.22
TOTAL ittt $6,668.32
EXPENDITURES:
FORsooth Editing............. $150.00
FORsooth Layout ............... 100.00
FORsooth Mailing .............. 250.00
FOR National Dues............. 75.00
Office EXpenses...........cc...... 125.58
$700.58  $700.58
ENDING BALANCE .......cccoovvvenveiennnn. $5,967.74

FINANCIAL REPORT

US health system’s WOEeS (oninueatrompage

other qualities. This one simple statistic

can essentially mean how well a society

preparesits children for life.

John Komlos, an economic historian
at the University of Munich, has spent a
quarter of acentury computing dataon the
height of nations. Heand other researchers
have been trying to figure out how the
wealthiest country intheworld, during the
most robust economic expansion in its
history, could ssimply stop growing.

IntheJune2007 issueof Social Science
Quarterly, Komlossuggeststheblamemay
lie within America’s poor diet and
inadequate health care.

“American children might consume
more meals prepared outside of the home,
morefastfoodrichinfat, highenergy density
and low in essential micro-nutrients,” write
Komlosand co-author Benjamin E. Lauder-
dale of Princeton University. “Furthermore,
the European welfare states provide a more
comprehensive socia safety net, including
universal health care coverage.”

Here saninteresting short list of U.S.
health care statistics:

» The U.S. isranked 42nd in life expect-
ancy. Someof the41 higher-ranked coun-
tries are Japan, most of Europe, Jordan,
and the Cayman Islands.

» The U.S. has one of the highest obesity
ratesin the world.

» TheU.S. hasahigher rateof infant mortal-
ity (6.9 per 1,000livebirths) than Canada,
France, Austrdia, Britain, and others.

» Healthcarespendingby theU.S.istwice
and more the amount spent per capitaby
Canada, France, Australia, and Britain.
Thisis for the same amount of care. Of
course, thefour mentioned countrieshave
national health care systems.

In addition to accurate statistics there
are a'so myths and outright deliberate lies
by the health-care-for-profit system. Some
examples follow:
 Coveringal Americanswill leedtorationing.
» Wecannot affordtocoverdl U.S. citizens.
» Systemssuch as Canada swould result in

long waiting lists for needed hedlth care.

The statistics presented so far do not
evencover thetip of our healthcareproblem
in either a humane or afinancial sense.

Most nations have already seen that
a situation such as ours is absurd and
tragic. The idea of creating a single-
payer government national health care
system has been around in the U.S. at
least since Harry S. Truman.

The Clintons even made a spirited
effort to overhaul the U.S. system in the
1990s, but were defeated by the efforts of
men like Louisville's own David Jones,
co-founder and longtime CEO of Humana,

Please make your check
payable to the Fellowship
of Reconciliation. Y our

gift istax deductible.

PLEASE SEND CONTRIBUTIONSTO:

Tim Scheldorf, Treasurer
Fellowship of Reconciliation
2917 Beaumont Road
Louisville, KY 40205

Inc. who took off a whole year from his
“humane” work there to direct the efforts
of the health “care” trade organization to
frighten and demoralize the country’s
population and perpetuate the myths and
lies (you won't get to choose your own
doctor; you' Il havetowaityearsfor el ective
surgery, etc.).

So, what’ snew 15yearslater?Michael
McAllister, thecurrent CEO of Humana, is
carrying on the grand tradition of fear
mongering set in motion by Jones.

Heclaimsinan opinion piecewritten by
him and published in the Courier-Journal
that the CHAMP hill recently passed by the
U.S. House of Representatives will pit the
seniorsin health care need against poor chil-
dreninhealth careneed, asfar asfinancesgo.

The bill was written specifically to
help children. The C in CHAMP is for
children; the H isfor health.

Edward L angton, M.D., board chairper-
son of the American Medical Association,
responded to McAllister's op-ed piece in a
letter to the Courier-Journal, saying that
McAlligter' sarticle“isfear mongering at its
most shameless. Thelegid ationrenewshedlth
insurance for children in low-income fami-
liesand preserves seniors accessto care by
stopping steep Medicare cutsto doctors. To
help pay for these two important health care

priorities, Congress will level the playing
field between payments to private insurers
offering Medicare Advantage plans and tra-
ditional Medicare.

“Right now, the government is
providing the insurance industry with a
$65 billion subsidy, and the cost of this
overpayment to Medicare private health
plans is borne by all taxpayers.... While
McAllister crows to Wall Street analysts
that Humana's second quarter was
‘probably the best quarter we' vehad” —in
part dueto awhopping 33 percent increase
inits second-quarter Medicare Advantage
business— physicianscaringfor Medicare
patients face a 10 percent cut in Medicare
payments next year. We believe Congress
hasitsprioritiesintheright placeby passing
CHAMP, as do the AARP and other
advocates for patients.”

So, the long and short of U.S. health
careisgreed, truly oneof the* sevendeadly
sins.” In this case, greed is certainly a
matter of life and death.

Eustace Durrett is an advocate for
economic equality and rail transit. ke M.
Thacker 1V is an advocate for radical
socioeconomic equity, focusing especially
on housing issues.
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Calendar for peacemakers

Sept 5 (Every Wednesday) DREAM GROUP: Explore the
wealth of wisdom in your dreams. Led by SUE MAURER
who holdsaCertificatein Spiritual Direction from the Haden
Ingtitute in North Carolina, and FRED TANNER who is
trained in Jungian thought. 7:00-9:00. Center for Faith &
Action, James L ees Presbyterian Church,1741 Frankfort Ave.
Call 896-0172. Donations welcome.

Sept 6 (Thu) SINGLE PAYER HEALTH CARE, every first
and third Thursday, 5:30pm. Main library, 4th & York Sts,
Board Room, Mezzanine. Call Kay Tillow, 636-1551.

Sept 6 - Sept 13 (Two Thursdays) LABYRINTH: Inner
Connection, atool for inner transformation. Thisancient form
of meditation is a metaphor for our spiritual journey. Led by
trained labyrinth facilitators JEAN PANTHER and JANET
WILL. 7:00-8:00 pm. $30. NOTE LOCATION: Church of
the Epiphany, 914 Old Harrods Creek Rd. Call the Center for
Faith and Action, 896-0172.

Sept 6 - Oct 11 (Six Thursdays) YOGA FOR BEGINNERS led
by Alex Cleveland who has lived in India and has taught
lyengar style hatha yoga for ten years. Sponsored by Center
for Faith & Action. 7:00-8:00 pm. $60. Crescent Hill United
Methodist Church, 201 S Peterson. Call 896-0172. www.faith-
action.org

Sept 7 (Fri) NOON VIGIL FOR PEACE IN THE MIDDLE
EAST, including anewsupdate. EVERY FRIDAY AT SIXTH
AND BROADWAY, in front of the Federal Court House
(where Senator McConnell’s officeislocated). Wevigil for a
two state solution in solidarity with the “Women in Black”
who vigil every Friday at noon in Israel. Sponsored by the
Louisville Committeefor | sraeli/Pal estinian States, the Ameri-
can Arab Anti-Discrimination Committee, and the Fellow-
ship of Reconciliation. Call Beverley Marmion, 45|-5658.

Sept 7 (Fri) YOUNG DEMOCRATIC SOCIALISTS, every
Friday afternoon, 2:30-4:00 pm. Louisville Free Public
Library, Mezzanine, Fourth & York Streets. Call Edward
Elam, 502/712-2338.

Sept 7-9 (FSS) Events celebrating the 100th Anniversary of the
birth of ABRAHAM JOSHUA HESCHEL, Bellarmine
University. Contact Dr. Paul Pearson, 502/452-8177.
pmpearson@bellarmine.edu

Sept 8 (Sat) PEAK OIL Every 2nd Saturday, main library 4th &
York, Mezzanine, board room. 9:00am. Call George Perkins,
425-6645.

Sept 8 (Sat) SATURDAY ACADEMY RESUMES WITH
SPECIAL GUEST, Rep. John Yarmuth, 11:00am. At 11:30,
Dr. Blaine Hudson will present the African World Seminar
followed by areception at 12:15. From 12:45 until 2:00 The
Race & Reality Series will present a panel on the Supreme
Court Decision and JCPS featuring Raoul Cunningham,
Suzy Post, Debor ah Stallworth and Nancy Demartra. Free,
opento all. DuValle Education Center Cafeteria, 3610 Bohne
Ave. Call Marian Vasser, 852-2252.

Sept 8 (Sat) UNITED NATIONS ASSOCIATION
LUNCHEON featuring Rep. John Yarmuth. University
Club, Grand Ballroom, UL Belknap Campus. $25. For tickets,
call Genny Scheldorf, 239-5931.

Sept 9 (Sun) “AlIM HIGHER” focusing on military counter
recruitment. Every 2nd Sunday at 7:00 pm, 2236 Kaelin
Avenue at the FOR office. This group would welcome
invitations to speak about conscientious objection, military
recruitment, and the possibility for highschool studentsto“opt
out” of having their names given to recruiters. Call Chris
Harmer, 893-2334. char mer @ch2m.com

Sept 9 (Sun) “BE THE CHANGE” CONCERT WITH
COMMUNITY CHOIR LED BY HARRY PICKENS. First
Unitarian Church, 809 S4th St, 4:00 pm. Cel ebrating the 25th
anniversary of the Peace Education Program. Special guests
include John Gage, Renee Morgan-Brooks, Cynthia Fletcher
and others. Choir practice will take place on Friday, Sept 7,
7:00 pm and on Saturday from 10:00 to 3:00. Lunch provided.
To join the choir, call 589-6583 or e-mail:
peaceeducation@iglou.com

Sept 10 (Mon) VIPASSANNA MEDITATION, ancient
Theravadan Buddhist practice using the breath as focus of
awareness, led by GLENDA HODGES-COOK who has
practiced vipassanna meditation for thirty years. Every
Monday, 6:00-8:30 pm. Donationswelcome. Center for Faith
& Action, James L ees Presbyterian Church, 1741 Frankfort
Ave. Call 896-0172.

Sept 12 (Wed) KITLAC (Ky Interfaith Taskforce on Latin
Americaand the Caribbean). Every second Wednesday at the
Presbyterian Seminary. Nelson Hall, Room 10, 7:30 pm. Call
David Horvath, 479-9262, or Pat Geier, 456-6586.

Sept 13 (Thu) CITIZENS AGAINST POLICE ABUSE
(CAPA), every second Thursday at the office of the Kentucky
Alliance Against Racist and Political Repression, 3208 W
Broadway. 7:00 pm. Call K. A. Owens, 778-8130.

Sept 13 (Thu) AMERICAN PALESTINE PUBLIC AFFAIRS
FORUM (APPAF). Every second Thursday at the League
of Women Voters Bldg, 115 SEwing (off Frankfort Ave). 7:30
pm. Call Bashar Masri, 773-1836.

Sept 15 (Sat) MASS MARCH IN WASHINGTON, DC, TO
END THE WAR NOW. The so-called “ Surge” has succeeded
at nothing but the killing of an ever-larger number of Iragis
in neighborhoods throughout Baghdad. Every month, more
than 3,000 Iragis are killed, and the US death toll has been
higher in the last three months than in any other three-month
period of thewar. Contact A.N.S.W.E.R. Coalition (Act Now
to Stop War and End Racism). www.Sept15.0rg

Sept 16 (Sun) LOUISVILLE COMMITTEE FOR ISRAELI/
PALESTINIAN STATES. (Every third Sunday) First
Unitarian Church, 4th & York Streets, 3:00 pm. Call Beverley
Mamion, 451-5658.

Sept 17 (Mon) DEADLINE FOR THE October issue of
FORsooth. Contact George Morrison, editor, 944-6460,
E-mail:kkm86@att.net Note: For calendar listings, contact
Jean Edwards, 458-8056. E-mail: edwardsfor @bell south.net

Sept 19 (Wed) DR. MARY ANN STENGER, UL Professor of
Humanities, addressing “ Women, Religion & Spirituality:
Issues of Power in Global Perspective.” Sponsored by the
U L Department of Women’s and Gender Studies as part of
the Fall Lecture Series. Chao Auditorium, U of L, 3:00 pm.
For details, call 852-8160 or e-mail Dr. Anita Harris at
anita.harris@louisville.edu

Sept 20 (Thu) THIRD THURSDAY L UNCH sponsored
by the Fellowship of Reconciliation, featuring Phil
Schervish, presenting “PALESTINE: CITIZEN
DIPLOMAT FACT FINDING.” Phil was part of the
eight member Citizen Diplomat Fact Finding delegation
toIsradl and Palestinelast February sponsored by the FOR
Peace-Builders Delegation. Dr. Schervish will help us
explore and understand the Matrix of Control and the
future of the Two-State solution. Heis Professor of Social
Work at Spalding University and Cochair of the Louisville
FOR chapter. Rudyard Kipling Restaurant, 422 W Oak
St. Buffet lunch, $7, beginsat 11:30. Presentation at noon.
Reservations required. Call Polly Johnson, 473-8435 or
Mary Ann Lambert, 425-3844.

Sept 20 (Thu) LPAC (Louisville Peace Action Community)

every third Thursday evening. Douglass Blvd Christian
Church, 7:00pm. Call Judy Munro-Leighton, 456-6914, or
Ellen Schagene, 451-6392. www,louisvillepeace.org E-mail:
pcunity @yahoo.com

Sept 25 (Tue) KCADP (Ky Coalition to Abolish the Death
Penalty) every last Tuesday. Highland Presbyterian Church,
1011 Cherokee Rd, 6:30pm. Call Kaye Gallagher, 721-8885
or Mark Meade, 541-9998. kcadp@earthlink.net

Sept 25-Dec 18 (Thirteen Tuesdays) THE ARTIST'SWAY —

“to develop the artist within” drawing from the book by Julia
Cameron, The Artist's Way — A Spiritual Path to Higher
Creativity. $80 plus text. 7:00-9:00. Presented by GLENN
RAYMOND. Center for Faith & Action,1741 Frankfort Ave,
James L ees Presbyterian Church. Call 896-0172.

Sept 27 (Thu) FORsooth LABELING, at Beverley Marmion'’s,

6:30 pm. HEL P always NEEDED! Call 451-5658.

Sept 27- Nov 8 (Six Thursdays) JIN SHIN JYUTSU PHY SI0-

PHILOSOPHY (Now I Know—and Help—Myself). This
ancient healing art will be taught by JEANNE SULLIVAN,
RN, BSN who has 26 years experience in nursing, and is a
member of the American Holistic NursesAssociation. Sheis
a certified Jin Shin Jyutsu practitioner and National
Coordinator for the Mary Burmeister Jim Shin Jyutsu
Outreach. 7:00-9:00 pm. $90 plus $18 for texts. This class
will be repeated Nov 29-Jan 3. Center for Faith & Action,
James L ees Presbyterian Church, 1741 Frankfort Ave. Call
896-0172. www.faith-action.org

Sept 28 (Fri) PIZZA and A MOVIE: “Paths of Glory” —

Stanley Kubrick’s classic anti-war film. Sponsored by the
Center for Faith & Action and Interfaith Pathsto Peace. Pizza
at 6:00pm. Film at 6:30pm. Please note new location: Christ
Church Cathedral, 425 S 2nd St. Free. Donations welcome
for pizza. Call 896-0172.

Sept 29 (Sat) HEALTHY FOOD LOCAL FARMS

CONFERENCE sponsored by Community Farm Alliance at
Bellarmine University. Call 502/775-4041. Fax: 502/775-4039

Sept 29 (Sat) TENTH ANNUAL UNITY DINNER sponsored

by the Kentucky Alliance Against Racist & Political
Repression. Louisville Gardens, 525 Muhammad Ali Blvd,
6:00 pm. Social hour at 5:00 pm. Keynote Speaker: Rev. Dr.
William Barber, President of the NAACP in Durham, NC.
Honorees will be Mattie Jones, Kay Tillow, Christopher
2X, Brittany and Ashey Taylor, and Freddy Peralta. Tickets
are $40. Table of eight $320. To reservetickets or tables, call
778-8130. Fax 778-8137, E-mail: kyall @bell south.net

Sept 30 (Sun) LOUISVILLE AIDS WALK, to benefit people

living with HIV/AIDS. 1:00 pm, on the Belvedere. Supports
multiple agenciesthat deliver direct servicesto peoplein our
community. Call 574-5947. www.louisvilleaidswalk.org

Sept 30 (Sun) CONCERT FOR CONTEMPLATION with

HARRY PICKENS, internationally known pianist. Thiswill be
a kind of sonic yoga, tapping the power of music to help you
dow down, relax and deepen your conscious connection with
the Source of peace within. 7:30 pm at James Lees Memorial
Presbyterian Church, 1741 Frankfort Ave. Donations welcome.

Oct 1 (Mon) 25th Anniversary of UofL Army ROTC. Events

to mark the occasion will be announced.

Oct 3-31 (Five Wednesdays) BOOK DISCUSSION LED BY

POLLY AND DAVID JOHNSON: The Left Hand of God
—Healing America’s Spiritual and Political Crisisby Michael
Lerner. 7:00-9:00 pm. $60 plus cost of the book. Center for
Faith and Action, JamesLeesMemorial Presbyterian Church,
1741 Frankfort Ave. Call 896-0172. Note: After the first
session, meeting date will be determined by the group.

Oct 2-Nov 6 (Six Tuesdays) MINDFULNESSMEDITATION

FOR BEGINNERS. Explore the background of vipassana,
a Pali word meaning “to see clearly”, and receive guidance
in this particular style of Buddhist practice. GLENDA
HODGES-COOK, a thirty-year vipassana practitioner and
Director of the Center for Faith and Action, will lead this
group. $75. James L ees Presbyterian Church, 1741 Frankfort
Ave. Call 896-0172. www.faith-action.org

Oct 5 (Fri) ANNE FEENEY IN CONCERT, with special guest

JOHN GAGE. Benefit for Kentuckians for Single Payer
Healthcare and Physicians for a National Health Program-
KY. Central Presbyterian Church, Fourth & Ky streets. 8:00
pm. Donation $8.00. For tickets send check payableto PNHP-
KY to Kay Tillow, 1227 S 6th St, #2. Call 636-1551.

Oct 6 (Sat) CARE TO BUILD COMMUNITY? Visit aloosely

knit group exploring the various forms of intentional living.
Potluck every first Saturday. 5:00-7:00 pm. Call Center for
Faith & Action, 896-0172.

Oct 7 (Sun) VIGIL FOR PEACE every first Sunday evening

remembering all those suffering from conflictsin the Middle
East. Bring a sign. Bardstown Road at Douglass Blvd. 7:00-
8:00pm, sponsored by LPAC (Louisville Peace Action
Community). Call Judy Munro-Leighton, 456-6914.

Oct 11-15 (TFSSM) THE HESCHEL/MERTON PILGRIM-

AGE 2007 sponsoed by Interfaith Paths to Peace. Designed
toinvolve 50 individualsin a5-day pilgrimagein and around
the Louisville area, marking the Centennial of the birth of
Abraham Joshua Heschel and discovering nonviolent ways
to address the major problems confronting our community,
the nation and the world. Renowned nonviolence educator
Jim McGinnis of the Institute for Peace and Justice will
present an in-depth introduction to the key conceptsand prac-
ticesof nonviolence. Toregister, call Interfaith Pathsto Peace,
214-7322, or e-mail: director@interfaithpathstopeace.org.

(continued on page 7)

Regular Meeting Times for
Area Organizations

ACORN (Association of Community Organizations
for Reform Now) — (568-1918)

AD HOC COALITION FOR AFFIRMATIVE
ACTION — (778-8130)

ADDICTION RECOVERY ADVOCATES OF
KENTUCKIANA - 2nd Thursday (585-3375)

AMERICA 2000 DEMOCRATIC CLUB —
4th Tuesday (459-0616)

AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL — 1st Saturday (637-8951)

APPAF (American Palestine Public Affairs Forum) —
2nd Thursday (895-8155)

BREAD FOR THE WORLD - 1st Tuesday (239-4317)

CAPA (Citizens Against Police Abuse) —
2nd Thursday (778-8130)

C.E.A.S.E. [Citizens for Equitable Assignment to
School Environments] — (778-9427)

CLARK & FLOYD COUNTIES AIDS COALITION —
(288-2706)

CLOUT [Citizens of Louisville Organized and

Working Together] -(583-1267)

COMMITTEE FOR PEACE IN THE MIDDLE EAST —
2nd Monday (456-6586)

COMMON CAUSE — 1st Tuesday, every other month
(454-7797)

COMMUNIST PARTY USA —First Sunday at 5:00 PM
(384-3875)

COMMUNITY FARM ALLIANCE OF JEFFERSON
COUNTY - 2nd Tuesday (775-4041)
CONVERSATION CAFE — Wednesday evenings (454-4820)

COUNTER RECRUITMENT, “Aim Higher” —
Second Sunday (893-2334)

EARTH SAVE LOUISVILLE — 2nd Sunday (569-1876)

FAIRNESS CAMPAIGN — Quarterly community dialogues
and volunteer opportunities (893-0788)

FELLOWSHIP OF RECONCILIATION —
4th Monday (451-6638 or 895-8516)

FRIENDSHIP FORCE OF LOUISVILLE — 2nd Tuesday
(893-8436)

GREATER LOUISVILLE SIERRA CLUB —
3rd Tuesday (897-3335)

HABITAT FOR HUMANITY — Wednesdays, Thursdays,
Fridays & Saturdays (637-6265)

HATE FREE SCHOOLS COALITION —
3rd Thursday (454-3300)

INTERFAITH PATHS TO PEACE — 1st Tuesday (214-7322)
JOBS WITH JUSTICE KENTUCKY (582-5454)
JUSTICE RESOURCE CENTER — 3rd Saturday (562-6737)

KFTC [KENTUCKIANS FOR THE COMMONWEALTH] —
2nd Monday, jointly with POWER (589-3188)

KY AIDSLIFE ALLIANCE (KALA) —
Every Thursday (479-7884)

KY ALLIANCE AGAINST RACIST & POLITICAL
REPRESSION — 3rd Monday (778-8130)

KY COALITION TO ABOLISH THE DEATH PENALTY —
Last Tuesday (541-9998)

KITLAC (KY INTERFAITH TASKFORCE ON LATIN
AMERICA & THE CARIBBEAN) — 2nd Wednesday (479-9262)

KY RAINBOW/PUSH COALITION — (774-4305)

LOUISVILLE COMMITTEE FOR ISRAELI/PALESTINIAN
STATES - 3rd Sunday (451-5658)

LOUISVILLE MEDIA REFORM COMMUNITY —
3rd Wednesday (584-4811)

LOUISVILLE PEAK OIL GROUP —2nd Saturday (425-6645)

LPAC (LOUISVILLE PEACE ACTION COMMUNITY) —
3rd Thursday (558-9124)

LOUISVILLE WOMEN CHURCH —
Meditation 1st & 3rd Sundays (473-8435)

LOUISVILLE YOUTH GROUP — Friday nights
(893-0788), www.louisvilleyouthgroup.org

METRO SWEEP FOR ACCESS — 3rd Tuesday
(895-0866 or 899-9261)

METROPOLITAN HOUSING COALITION —
4th Wednesday (584-6858)

MUHAMMAD ALI INSTITUTE FOR PEACE AND
JUSTICE, at UL (852-6372)

NAACP (National Association for the Advancement of
Colored People) — 3rd Monday (776-7608)

NAMI (National Alliance for the Mentally I11) —
2nd Monday (245-5287)

PARENTS, FAMILIES & FRIENDS OF LESBIANS AND
GAY'S (P-FLAG) — 3rd Sunday (329-0229)

PEACE & COMPASSION BUDDHA CIRCLE/CML —
(451-2193, brozier@bellsouth.net)

POWER [PEOPLE ORGANIZED AND WORKING
FOR ENERGY REFORM] —2nd Monday,

jointly with KFTC (778-2687)

RCRC [Religious Coalition for Reproductive Choice] —
(866-606-0988)

RESULTS (a hunger lobby) — 2nd Saturday (451-4907)

SHADHULIYYAH SUFI SPIRITUALITY GROUP —
(637-5010)

SINGLE WOMEN’S GROUP — 3rd Sunday (812-866-1667)
911 TRUTH LOUISVILLE (502-609-6020)

YOUNG DEMOCRATIC SOCIALISTS—
every Friday at 2:30 PM (712-2338)

Note: If your group would like to be added to thislist or if information
needs to be updated, please let us know by calling 458-8056.



