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Called to serve: an inaugural project for the rest of us

by Gracie Lewis

When President Barack Obama was
campaigning to become the chief executive,
African-AmericanbusinessmanEarl Stafford
of Virginiadecided that hewould bethehost
of “The Peopl€' s Inaugura Project,” which
unfolded Jan. 18 and lasted three days.

Although there were many festivities
surrounding the inauguration of President
Obama, thiswasoneof themost memorable.

In February, | had an interview with
Stafford who felt that “to whom much is
given, much isrequired.”

Our Bibletellsusthat whatever we do
forthe“least of us’ wedoitunto God! This
is what Earl Stafford did—yes he did!
Stafford contributed $1 million to an inau-
gural package at the J. W. Marriott Hotel.
The package was for the terminally ill,
wounded veterans, the homeless, victims
of Hurricane Katrina, the elderly and
troubled teens—all of whom were called
the “underserved.”

Stafford felt that everybody should be
a part of this historic celebration, the
inauguration of our first black president,
Barack Hussein Obamal

| felt that this act of kindness was like
unto Jesuswhen henoticed theman who had
been ditting by the pool of Bethesda for 38
years, waiting for thetroubling of thewaters.
Jesuscameby and asked theman, “Wilt thou
be madewhole?’ Then Jesussaid, “ Take up
thy bed and walk.” (John 3:1-5).

(continued on page 4)

— photo provided by Congressional Black Caucus Foundation
Survivorsof Hurricane Katrina gather at a“People slnaugural Project,” athree-day seriesof eventsin
January surrounding the swearing in of President Barack Obama. They wer e guests of the Congressional
Black Caucus Foundation, one of many groups backing the inaugural project, which was or ganized by
Virginia businessman Earl Stafford.
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Bourgeois: promote peace
by eliminating gender bias

TN FORsooth staff report

The Maryknoll priest who has risked
hislife and ordination to challenge church
and secul ar establishmentstold an overflow
Third Thursday Lunch crowd March 19
that peaceand women'’ sequality arelinked.

Father Roy Bourgeois, who is facing
possibleexcommunicationfromtheRoman
Catholic Church for participating in and
delivering the homily during an attempted
ordination of a woman at a Unitarian
Universalist churchinLexingtonin August,
drew thunderous applause at the monthly
lunch for tying the issues.

After decrying the “silence” of many
\ J church leaders over the mass murder and &
tortureinLatin Americahehasaggressively — photo courtesy ACLU
opposed, Father Bourgeois said: “If the .
Catholic Church had women priests and Father Roy Bourgeois
women bishops in those positions of

believethat he hasbeen excommunicated,”

INSIDE

Authorson spirituality, nukes, gay rights.........cccoceoreinennnns p. 2 Father Bourgeois, however, told the

authority, therewouldnot beall thissilence. but adding that theMaryknoll order, which
| ('j have comef to thi concl ”ﬁ' on dt_hat takesno stanceonthequestion of women's

excluding women fromthepriesthoodisa  oqingtion, till considersFather Bourgeois

grave injustice, a grave injustice against aMaryknoll and a Catholic.

women _and againsttheGodwho callsthem Thespokeswoman, Betsey Guest, said

to be priests. excommunication only prohibits Father

Roman Catholic Magisterium, the Bourgeoisfrom receiving or administering
teaching authority of thechurch, statesthat the sacraments.

thechurchhasnoauthority toordainwomen Reqardina Father Bourgeois almost
and that this judgment is to be held by all 20-ye:rgstruggle to close thge U.S. terror

Catholic faithful. training base now called the Western

. Hemisphere Institute for Security
lunchthat excludingwomenfromtheclergy Cooperation (former the School of the

is“theologically unsound,” adding:“ God Americas), he said progress has been

Congr% hearsthe people, cleans up | £SY= (v AR P. 3 created men and women as equals.... The accelerating since two consecutive

call to priesthood comes from God. Who elections have boosted reform-minded
arewe, men, to say to women: ‘Our call to Democrats strengthin Congressand placed

The truth about Obama and taXES ...........evveeerreeeeeereeeeeeeeeeeeee p.6 the PT”:ﬂhO"d is;’a't:d-\?“t_ your is not?” Barack Obama in the White House.
C stalus of the Vatican's move to He noted that the U.S. House came
%fg?ygécgfgfaaigg‘;g? ?%ﬂr{:\tﬁ within six votes|ast year of cutting off fund-
Another April quest for PEacefUl SKIS ..........rrrrrrrerreeeeeeenennnns p.7 for the poor, is uncertain: The National 12 o the schodl, whose graduates have

sed torturetechni theU.S. admit
Catholic Reported quoted a Maryknoll usedtorturetechniquestne mitswere

spokeswoman in December saying: “We (continued on page 4)




Book examines mending via spirituality

by George Morrison
FORsooth editfor

Terry Taylor had spoken at workshops
and via the internet about what he calls
“Spirituality for Brokenness,” whenabook
publisher told the Louisville resident that
the printed page might be the best way to
spread the word.

Twoand one-half yearslater, Taylor, an
FOR member and executivedirector of Inter-
faith Pathsto Peace, hasauthored“ A Spiritu-
ality for Brokenness,” a 176-page, seven-
chapter non-fiction book published by Ver-
mont-based Skylight Paths Publishing.

“Thebook isdesigned for peoplewho
feel for one reason or another that their
lives have been shattered and they feel
broken,” Taylor said. “It dips into the
world’'s greatest religious traditions for
tools people can useto, what | say, mend.”

Thatwordiscrucial, Taylor explained,
because mending differs from healing.

“Healing implies that you will return
to the way you were before you were
broken,” hesaid. “Mending, tome, implies
that in some sense you are whole but you
havebeen put back together ... butthescars
show, the stitches show.”

The troubles that might produce a
feeling of brokenness include abuse in
childhood, losing a loved one or physical
injury, Taylor said. The last one became
real to Taylor in 2007 when he suffered a
fall due to a misstep while at aretreat in
New Mexico on another topic.

The recovery is still in progress, but
the bulk of it took about a year, he said,
adding: “It's one of those odd coincides
that you’ rewritingabook about brokenness
and you are broken.”

director Terry Taylor, above, has
written a book to help those
experiencing brokennessto mend.

Aside from that mishap, Taylor said
wider lifeexperiencesby himself and others
prompted him to seek such a spirituality.

“My own life contained a lot of
brokenness,” he said. “I found more and
more people who felt the same way.”

The diverse religious traditions
Taylor’'s book illuminates include Jewish
and Christian honoring of the Sabbath,
Tibetan Buddhist meditations, |slamic and
Hindu spirituality and Lectio Divina or
“divine reading,” a method of prayer and
scriptural readingintendedtopromotecom-
munion with God and to provide spiritual
insights. Themethod wasfirst practiced by
Catholic monks around A.D. 220.
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Another method “A Spirituality for
Brokenness,” describes that, literally,
reguires nothing of readersis—just that—
pausing from doing anything.

“1 do it one-half a day once a week,”
Taylor said. “1 say | do nothing that counts
asatask.”

Taylor will hold book signings Thurs-
day, April 16at 7 p.m. at Carmichagl’ sBook-
store, 2720 Frankfort Ave. and Saturday,
April 25 at 3 p.m. Destinations Booksellers,
604 E. Spring St. in New Albany, Ind.

The book, Taylor's first, will be
distributed nationally by Amazon, Borders
and Barnes & Noble. For more about the
book, go to www.hel pforbrokenness.com.

Others by
area authors

OneHundred Milesfrom Home:
Nuclear Contamination in the
Communities of the Ohio River
Valley, by Cincinnati peace activist
Carol Rainey, with a foreword by
Wendell Berry, documents damageto
peopleandtheenvironment by nuclear
production, enrichment and research
sitesin Ohio, Kentucky and Indiana.

Rainey shows how citizens,
workers and journalists exposed the
sites’ dangersand sparked acleanup.
Historian StaughtonLyndsaid: “ The
central paradox of the book is that
the bucolic Ohio River valley, a
heartland of United States history
and culture, is now revealed as an
axisof evil whichmay persistthrough
nuclear waste deposits beyond any
length of timeany of uscanimagine.”

The book, released last year, is
availablefrom Cyndell Press, 1497
Beacon St., Cincinnati, Oh. 45230.
Email cyndellpress@fuse.net or go
towww.cyndell press.com/100Miles.

Gay rights, feminism and science
fiction cometogether in Out From It
All, Revolutionsinal esbian Lifeby
FORsooth editor George Morrison.
The fiction work published in Febru-
ary by iUniverse of Bloomington, Ind.
follows aworking class woman from
Louisville as she explores (with vary-
ing degreesof fulfillment) radica phi-
losophies, serves onboard an interna:
tional spacestationandbeginsagradual
reconciliation with her largely
unsupportive family.

Go to www.outfromitall.com for
more information or to purchase the
book. Itisalsoonsaleat Carmichael’s
Bookstores, 2720 Frankfort Ave. and
1295 Bardstown Rd. in Louisville
and Destinations Booksellers, 604
E. Spring St. in New Albany, Ind.
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94 Years on Peace Frontiers

Ap ril 16 "Facing the World's Enormous Challenges: THE UNITED NATIONS"
This will be a joint presentation featuring our special guests Matt Hanka, Since 1915, theFellowship of Reconciliationinthe United Stateshasled campaigns
president of the Louisville chapter of the United Nations Association, and . Y L - T .
Dr. Mary Abrams of the Episcopal Diocese of Kentucky, Peace and Justice to obtain legal rights for conscientious objectors, win civil rights for all Americans,
Division. Matt will focus on the relevance today of the Universal Declaration of end the Vietnam War, oppose U.S. intervention in the Third World, and reverse the
Hl;fflin l?ghts,whiie MaLy will ‘disculss thelUN's Miélenium Derillopnlent Goals superpowers arms race. An interfaith pacifist organization, the FOR has members
(which relate directly to the Universal Declaration of Human Rights). from many religiousand ethnic traditions. It ispart of the International Fellowship of
The lunch is sponsored by the Fellowship of Reconciliation in cooperation with S . L ! .
Interfaith Paths to Peace. Everyone is invited. Reconciliation, with affi Ilates in 40 countries.
In the development of its program FOR depends upon persons who seek to apply
o o these principlesto every areaof life. If you are not already a member, we invite you
The Rudyard Kipling * 422 West Oak Street * Louisville tojoin usin thisendeavor. Membership consists of signing the Statement of Purpose,
Buffet Lunch at 11:30 ¢ Presentations at Noon ¢ $6.00 indicating that you agree with FOR goals.
For reservations, call Jean Edwards (458-8056) Cochairs: TS AV 558-7175
N DenniSBriCKIiNG .....cccoveiereiinineeeseeeeee e 895-8516
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Civil obedience to conscience
Thousands press Congress to fight pollution in its back yard

by Margaret Stewart

Following the trail blazed by Gandhi
and Martin Luther King, | joined about
2,500 caring and committed people of all
ageswhogathered March 2inWashington,
D.C.inasuccessful effort to shut down the
coal-fired plant that supplies heating and
cooling for Congress.

We blocked entrances to the plant—
riskingarrest, althoughnoonewasarrested.

The knowledge of our planned action
spurred congressional |eadersto announce
aplan to convert the dirty, polluting plant
to cleaner (but still not ideal) natural gas,
rather than coal.

But our goal was and is far greater.
The Capitol Power Plant was a symbol
chosento sendaclear, unmistakablesignal
to Congress, to our president, and to the
world that we are committed to adramatic
shift away from polluting fuel sthat poison
our people and compromise our planet.

The thousands of protestors included
Kentucky poet and farmer Wendell Berry,
350.orgmastermind Bill McKibben, NASA
climate scientist Dr. James Hansen, Yale
Forestry and Environmental Dean Gus
Speth, environmental lawyer Bobby
Kennedy, Grammy award winner Kathy
Mattea, actressand activist Daryl Hannah,
ahost of other notables.

Westreamedinfromall partsof theU.S.
and beyond to engagein an act of masscivil
disobedience. Wewerewillingin an orderly
and civil way to disobey the law of the land
in order to obey the mandates of our con-
sciences. Frigidtemperatures, chillingwinds

and deep snow did not stop us. Why did we
come from such great distances, and why
were we willing to go to such lengths?
Climate experts such as Dr. Hansen
warn usthat thelevel of carbon dioxidein
our atmosphere—currently 379 parts per
million (ppm) and rising—is already so
dangerously highthat lifeasweknow it on
Earth cannot beexpectedto continueunless
we act immediately to reduce the level in
our atmosphereto 350 ppm or less. Coal is
theworld’ ssinglegreatest sourceof carbon
dioxide in the atmosphere. Therefore we
cannot afford to let the political power and

that we did so not just to exert pressure for
a shift from coal power to renewable en-
ergy—not even just to call for ashift from
special interest power and political influ-
enceinCongressto“wethepeople” power.

| havetheclear sensethat our risingup
on that day was tangible evidence of the
desire and demand of the peopleto rise up
to a higher way of living on earth—to
move beyond our current paradigm of
extracting and expending resources from
the earth and contending with the wastes
we create in the process. It is a desire to
move beyond aparadigm that allows some

“...we cannot afford to let the political power and entrenched
interests of the coal industry deter or delay us. It isimperative that
the world quickly move beyond coal into a new age of renewable
power, and the U.S needsto be aleader in thiscrucial shift.”

entrenched interests of the coal industry
deter or delay us. It isimperative that the
world quickly move beyond coal into a
new age of renewable power, and the U.S.
needs to be aleader in this crucial shift.
But as real and dangerous as the cli-
mate crisisis, as urgent as the need to act
now is, | sensethat the hundreds and thou-
sands of uswho rose up and streamed into
Washington March 2, who stood outside
for hours and hours in the freezing cold,
who were willing to risk arrest—I sense

groupsof peopletosuffer excessively from
the ill effects of such choices—to move
beyond our current economy-based,
growth-driven, resource-consuming,
waste-generating, insensitive paradigm to
anew paradigm. That isanew way of life
which can be sustained by all people
everywhere without harm to our earth and
without harm to ourselves.

For centuries indigenous people
around the world have recognized the
sacredness of the Earth and have practiced

FOR’s Mission Statement

The Fellowship of Reconciliation seeks to replace violence, war, racism and economic injustice with
nonviolence, peace and justice. We are an interfaith organization committed to active nonviolence
as a transforming way of life and as a means of radical change. We educate, train, build coalitions,

and engage in nonviolent and compassionate actions locally, nationally, and globally.

and solidarity trips

studies in high schools

* Local panels on peace and
justice issues

€ International citizen diplomacy

* Nationally-known speakers

* Counter-recruiting and peace

Is It Your Mission to Carry Out FOR’s Mission?

Join FOR’s Steering Committee and help make our witness for
a nonviolent world happen here in Louisville through:

We welcome your energy and ideas. Please join us and choose some “peace” to work on.
If you would like to join our Steering Committee or want more information, call Cathy Ford
at 502-458-1223 or Cindy Scheldorf at 502-239-5931. We meet on the fourth Monday of every month
at 7:30 p.m. at the Louisville Presbyterian Seminary. Visitors are always welcome.

Peace and justice
coalition work

FORsooth’s news and views

Louisville’s best darn peace
and justice calendar

living in harmony with the Earth. We the
people—thenon-indigenoustogether with
the indigenous—are now rising up to
reclaim that ancient wisdom even as we
have new technologies available to us. As
thewiseoneshaveawaysknown, wemust
carefully weigh all that we do in order to
determine the impact of our actions not
only on ourselves, but also on those who
comeafter us. AsTerry Tempest Williams,
who was also among our humber March 2,
soeloquently wrote: “ Theeyesof thefuture
arelookingback onus, andthey arepraying
for usto see beyond our own time.”

| believe that one day we will look
back—we will look back on today and
wonder how we could have ever polluted
and poisoned our Earth and our people.
One day we and those after us will ook
back and recognizethat therecent eventin
Washingtonwasasmall part of anuprising
which is itself one more step in our
civilization’s awkward and glorious
journey towardjustice—toward Justiceand
Fullness of Life—for All. So | invite
everyone to join together to creatively,
thoughtfully take whatever risks we may
be required to take as we rise up—and we
will rise up, wave after wave of us, wewill
rise up—into a new tomorrow—a
tomorrow in which we live as if we truly
cherish this precious planet and al who
liveand move and havetheir being hereon.

Thewriter, of Louisville, isa poet and
activist focusing on peace and opposition
toextracting coal by mountaintopremoval.

NOT

IN OUR NAME

AND WITH
OUR MONEY

April 2009
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An inaugural project for the rest of US (coninued rompage

Earl Stafford knew that if hestepped out
on faith, God would surely finish what he
started. So he called on others to help him
carry out thistremendous mission: The Con-
gressiona Black Caucus; theNationa Urban
League; the Baptist World Alliance; Cathy
Hughes, founder and owner of Radio One
and the Joint Center for Politica and Eco-
nomic Studies; the DCI Group and the De-
partment of Defense. These participating
partners selected 450 people from through-
out the United States to attend.

Stafford was CEO of Universal
Systems & Technology (Unitech) which
provided weapons simulation systems to
the military. He paid for 300 rooms, four
suites, $200,000 worth of food and drink,
and a prime site to watch the Inaugural
Parade! The guests started to arrive on
Sunday, January 18. They checked into
their rooms, were given a box lunch, and
then were on their way to selecting their
gowns and tuxedos. Volunteers from the
Northern Virginia Chapter of the National
Urban League had contacted men and
women who wanted to donate the gowns
and tuxedos. Stafford had brought in a
seamstress and atailor.

The following day, January 19, was
the Martin Luther King Day Celebration.
Stafford’ spartnersorganizedthelnaugural
People's Prayer Breakfast and aluncheon
intheir inaugural celebrations. What aday
of rejoicing this must have been! There
were approximately 1,250 people who
attended the prayer breakfast. Guests

Bourgeois

(continued from page 1)

in the school’s curriculum and murdered
Salvadoran archbishop Oscar Romero and
thefour U.S. church womenin 1980 and the
Jesuit priests about a decade | ater.

“We think this could be our year to
shut it down, but we need your help,”
Father Bourgeois told the crowd.

Louisville attorney and peace activist
Dennis Bricking, who introduced Father
Bourgeoisat thelunch, said U.S. Rep. John
Y armuth of Louisville (Third District) isa
co-sponsor of the bill to cut off funding,
but that he and other area representatives,
including Indiana’s centrist 9" District
Democrat Rep. BaronHill, need | ettersand
calls on closing the school.

“Anyone who is from Indiana or
outside (the 3 District), pleasebeintouch
with your House member and let them
know what is going on,” Bricking said.

Father Bourgeois has never wavered in
standing up to seemingly all-powerful au-
thorities. His five yearsin the 1970s in Bo-
livia advocating for the poor and criticizing
SOA graduatedictator General HugoBanzer
resulted in his being arrested and deported.

At the Fort Benning, Ga.-based SOA,
he and others donned military uniformsto
gain access to the base at night to shout to
thetraineesencouragement togiveuptheir
weapons and refuse to fight.

“Bishop Romero gave us the courage
weneededtogoonto Fort Benning,” Father
Bourgeoissaid. “Whenthelast lightswent
out, we said ‘Bishop Romero, this is for
you, bother.’ ... It wasreally for usavery
sacred moment.”

United Nations Association Louisville
chapter president Matt Hankaand Episcopal
Dioceseof Kentucky peaceandjusticeactivist
Mary Abramswill talk at the April 16 Third
Thursday Lunch about the U.N. work for
human rights and Millenium Development
Goals. See ad page two.

included Stafford’s pastor, Rev. Dr.
Howard John Wesley, who replaced his
former pastor of 42 years, the Rev. Dr.
John D. Peterson. Stafford attends
Alexandria sAlfred Street Baptist Church.

Other guests were Lee Tai-sik, South
Korean Ambassador to the United States;
Marc Morial, National Urban League
President and CEO; and 11-time Grammy
Award-winner gospel singer andevangelist

Greater Washington Ensemble and violinist
Ken Ford. Thekeynote speaker wasthe Rev.
Dr.DavidMcCallister-Wilson, Wed ey Theo-
logical Seminary.

Onlnauguration Day, theguestscould
attend the inauguration on the National
Mall or watch the swearing-in ceremonies
on a big screen while dining on macaroni
and cheese with lobster and crab cakes!

They aso had the best seats in town

| am certain 106-year-old Rachel “ Mama” Tucker was
rejoicing because she had lived through Jim Crow, the
depression, the deaths of Emmett Till, Malcolm X and Dr. King,
and now to the inauguration of the first
African-American president, Barack Obama!

Shirley Caesar. Therewasa60-voicechoir
ledby Dr. Joyce Garrett, minister of music.

At the luncheon Jan. 19, which wasin
honor of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., hisson
MartinLuther King 11 stated that wewill not
get tothe“Promised Land” until we address
the issues of poverty, homelessness, public
education and hedlth care. Those attending
were entertained by the Friendship Public
Charter Color Guard; the Patrick Lundy
Gospel Chair; the Boys and Girls Clubs of

forthelnaugural Parade. They werestaying
on the top floor of the J. W. Marriott, a
luxury hotel on Pennsylvania Avenue
overlooking everything!

After along day of celebration, there
weretwoinaugural ballsheld—onefor youth
ages 13 to 18, and the Peopl€e's Inaugura
Ball, where guests included the disabled,
wounded military veterans, the homeless,
battered women and the terminaly ill.

The oldest woman there was Ms.

Rachel “Mama’ Tucker who at 106 lives
independently in an independent-living
facility in Alexandria. Stafford said she
was the last one on the dance floor! | am
certain she was rejoicing because she had
lived through Jim Crow, the depression,
the deaths of Emmett Till, Malcolm X and
Dr. King, and now to the inauguration of
the first African-American president,
Barack Obama!

| asked Stafford how he intended to
follow up with his guests. He stated he
would call on his project partnersto assist
him. Hewould connect themwithresources
to assure that these people will have a
brighter future and lead a productive life.
Stafford, one of 12 children, stated that
once they have benefited, they were to
“help somebody else” along theway. God
iscaling on all of usto use what God has
given us “for such atime as this!”

Stafford said that anyone who wants to
contribute in any amount should contact the
Stafford Foundation, a faith-based, nonprofit
organi zationatwww.thestaffordfoundation.org.
The foundation’s website includes pictures of
the events.

My prayer isthat the Stafford Foundation
will have continued success. Itsmissionisa
wonderful testimony of “God's Grace.”

Thewriter, of Louisville, isan activist
for racial and economic equality and a
clean environment.

WHERE YOUR
MONEY REALLY GOES

51% TO WAR

HUMAN

RESOURCES / .ceraL

GOVERNMENT
13%

30%

PHYSICAL
RESOURCES 6%

Each year War Resisters League analyzesfederal funds
outlays as presented in detailed tables in “Analytical
Perspectives’ of the Budget of the United States Gov-
ernment. Our analysis is based on federal funds, which
do not include trust funds — such as Social Security —
that are raised separately from income taxes for specif-
ic purposes. What you pay (or don’t pay) by April 15,
20009, goes to the federal funds portion of the budget.

The pie chart here highlights 51% aver age annu-
al military spending based on our research over 20
years. The Obama administration is releasing the 2010
budget in late March and the new analysis will be post-
ed on our website in April 2009. Over the summer Con-
gress will debate the budget details and is mandated to
pass a fina budget by October 1, 2009.

While we do not expect the military percentage to
change much, Obama’s 2010 budget presentation should
include funding for the bank bailout, takeover of Fan-
nie Mae and Freddie Mac, and the stimulus package.
The Bush administration (with little Congressional op-
position) refused to budget for the warsin Irag, Afghan-
istan, and the wider war on terror, intentionally hiding
the full monetary costs of their criminal activities. We
must demand that all future administration present a
more complete and honest budget than we have seen in
recent years.

See www.warresisters.org/piecharthtm for an analysis of the 2010 budget
after it is released in March.There are also more details on our methodology
and the assumptions behind it.

The largest spend- $200-
ing bill in history is
going to turn out to be
the war in lraqg. . . . |
don't understand why
... building a road,
building a school,

helping somebody get

$180+
$160
$140

$120r

health care, that s
wasteful spending, but

through. . . .

BILLIONS OF U.S.TAX DOLLARS
(BUDGET AUTHORITY)

$100
$80+
$60
that war in lraqg . . . is $40(-
going to cost us over $200-
$1 trillion before we re sl -.

2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010

Congressman Barney Frank

This Week with George
Stephanopoulos, ABC, 2/1/09

2001 to 2008: Center for Arms Control and Non-Proliferation, armscontrolcenter.org. 2009: $69B was approved in June 2008;
$70B is expected to be requested and approved early in 2009.WRL has chosen to hold the funding at 2008 levels for 2009-10
because there is no clarity on troops withdrawals from Iraq, the build-up in Afghanistan, or the ability to make solid estimates from
incomplete DoD figures.A key source is the Congressional Research Service report to Congress,“The Cost of Irag,Afghanistan,
and Other Global War on Terror Operations Since 9/11,” updated October 15,2008, by Amy Belasco.

WAR RESISTERS LEAGUE - 339 Lafayette Street « NY,NY 10012 + 212-228-0450 * www.warresisters.org
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The American Palestine Public Affairs Forum

invites you to an evening with

Ambassador Adnan Abu-Odeh

“The International Crisis Group and
the Arab/l sradli Conflict”

BorninNablus, Palestine, in 1933, Adnan Abu-Odeh hasservedthegovernment
of Jordan in many public positions since 1970: as Cabinet Minister, Political
Advisor to King Hussein and King Abdullah 11, Senator in Parliament, and
Permanent Representative to the United Nations (1992-1995).

His career has brought him to the United States asafellow at the Center for
International Affairsat Harvard University (1975-1976) and a senior fellow at
the U.S. Institutefor Peace (1995-96), and asavisiting scholar at the Woodrow
Wilson Center for International Studies and the Center for Strategic and
International Studies (both in 1997).

Theambassador isthe author of Jordanians, Palestinians and the Hashemite Kingdomin the Middle East
Peace Process (1999) and numerousjournal articles. Heisafreguent guest commentator on Al-JazeeraTV.
Elected to the Board of Trustees of the International Crisis Group in 2004, Ambassador Abu-Odeh comes
to Louisville directly from a meeting of the ICG in Washington.

Thursday, April 239, 2009
St. Michael the Archangd Orthodox Church

Hikes Lane at Furman Boulevard

Dinner at 7:00 pm and Presentation at 8:15 pm
For dinner reservations ($10.00) please call Beth Clark (426-3505) by Monday, April 20

The presentation at 8:15 pm isfree and open to the public.
Dinner at 7:00 pm is $10, and requires a reservation.

The Israeli/Palestinian Conflict
is an AMERICAN Issue

Call upon the U.S. to be a friend
to both Israelis and Palestinians

at the VIGIL

Every Friday: 12 Noon —1:00 PM

Corner of 6th Street & Broadway
L ouisville, Kentucky

Louisville Committee for |sraeli/Palestinian States (502.451.5658) www.louisvillepeace.org/twostates.html
Fellowship of Reconciliation (FOR)/Louisville Chapter (502.458.8056) www.louisville-for.org
American-Arab Anti-Discrimination Committee (ADC)/Kentucky Chapter (502.893.9828) www.adckentucky.com

Odd Couple

The dinner parties didn’t begin

Until you arrived.

You, sir, with your glibness

Flowing like the wine,

You, madam, with your

Doe-eyed civility radiating

Like the glow from the fondue flame.
Beneath Picassos on the walls,
Above Atlantics under the coffee table,
You would artfully set

The agenda for the evening.

And we' dridicule

The jargon-based mediocrity

And finally venerate the enduring.
Your children were splendid,

Your occupations replete with creativity.
You gave us hope

Our dreams could come true.

Yours had.

And therein lay the trouble.

For after making our evenings divine,
You went home,

Where yours ended demonically.

The gridy details

Arein the court records.

And we are | eft to wonder,

If not yours,

Isanyone'slife

What it appears?

— George Morrison
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‘New beginnings’ arrive for labor and fairer tax policy

Labor
Peeans

Ira Grupper

According to the Bureau of Labor
Statistics (U.S. Dept. of Labor), in 2008
union membersaccounted for 12.4 percent
of employed wage and salary workers:
16.1 million. Twenty five years earlier, in
1983, the first year for which comparable
union data were available, the union
membership rate was 20.1 percent, and
there were 17.7 million union workers.

In 2008, government workers were
nearly fivetimesmorelikely tobelongto
aunion than were private sector employ-
ees. Black workers were more likely to
be union members than any other group.
The union membership rate for public
sector workers (36.8 percent) was sub-
stantially higher than the rate for private
industry workers (7.6 percent).

Comparedwiththestruggletoorganize
the unorgani zed, starting during the Great
Depression and continuing into the 1950s,
organized labor wag/isin retreat. We were
battered by the strength of capital, and by
our own divisions: racism, sexism, fear of
being labeled “red.”

There were, of course, significant
victories. A 1999 AFSCME (American
Federation of State, County & Municipal
Employees) press release headlined “ CIO
(Congress of Industrial Organizations)
Founding Tops List of Labor’s Triumphs
in20th Century” continues: “ Therewasno
other century like it. Previously silent,
subservient and totally dependent on
employer whims, American workers, in
the20th century, madestridesnever before
dreamed possible.” It listed them: “CIO
founded (1938); Socia Security Act (1935);
National Labor RelationsAct (1935) ; GM
Sit Down Strikes (1936-37); Civil Rights
Act/Title VII (1964); Public Sector
Organizing (1962-1980); Fair Labor
Standards Act (1938) ;" Bread and Roses”
Strike (1912); World War |1 Support ;
Occupational Safety & Health Act (1970).

Wearenow inanew century. Splitsin
the labor movement show signs of our
weakness. Y et, from somesplitscomenew
beginnings, as when many trade unionists
broke away from the narrow craft-union
mentality of theAFL (American Federation
of Labor) to form the industry-wide CIO,
in the depression.

One of the most bitter recent disputes
in the house of labor concerns the two-
million-member SEIU (ServiceEmployees
Intl. Union) and the 85,000-member CNA
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(CaliforniaNurses Assoc.) and thelatter’s
affiliated NNOC (Natl. NursesOrganizing
Committee). The CNA ismergingwiththe
United American Nurses (150,000
members) and the Massachusetts Nurses
Union (23,000 members).
Sourcesinformyour columnistthat pres-
sure to settle this rift came from the highest
quarters of the Obama administration, per-
haps President Obama himself. Under this
agreement CNA's turf will be nurses and
SEIU’s will be everyone else, except in
Florida, where both unions will continue
nurserepresentation. Additionally, SEIUwill
continuetorepresent their current R.N. mem-
bersin collective bargaining.
Thiscooperation, if itlasts, will enable
ajoint effort to support the Employee Free
Choice Act, which will make it easier for
workers to form unions. This became
necessary when it was determined the old
way of voting for/against union
representation, a victory by labor in the
1930s (the Wagner Act), has become so
subverted by the owners of capital and the
acquiescenceof U.S. Department of Labor
hacks as to make it just about useless.
Additionally, both camps will, one hopes,
work for “single-payer” healthcare and,
failing the former, expanded Medicare.
Both Andy Stern (SEIU) and Rose
Ann DeMoro (CNA/NNOC) have spoken
glowingly of the agreement, agreeing to

begin their joint venture by first targeting
the largest hospital conglomerates across
the U.S. To your correspondent, if both
sides keep their joint pledge not to “raid”
each other—that will signal anintentionto
abide by the pact.

This is far more complex than has
been described, with another group, Na-
tional Union of Hospital Workers, part of
thefray, and an issue of organizing Puerto
Rican teachers, and more, in the back-
ground. Let’s hope for the best.

President Obama’ s move to put more
of aburden on the wealthy has gotten him
attacked asa“socialist.” The organization
MoveOn, on March 13, responded: “The
media has been obsessing about President
Obama’ splantoroll back theBushtax cuts
for the wealthiest Americans—from 35
percent to 39.6 percent—even asking if
that makes him a socialist.

“But do you know what tax rate the
wealthiest Americans paid on the top
portion of their earnings at the end of
Ronald Reagan’s first term? 50 percent.
Under Richard Nixon? 70 percent. Under
Dwight Eisenhower? 91 percent!

“Shocking, right? And for al the
whining about rolling back Bush's
irresponsible tax cuts, the truth is that
Obama’ s plan cuts taxes for 95 percent of
working Americans. Further, it closeshuge

tax loopholes for oil companies, hedge
funds and corporations that ship jobs
overseas(whichwill enableU.S.)) toinvest
in the priorities that will get our economy
back on track” MoveOn included a chart
from the Washington Monthly, reproduced
with this column, that shows just how
absurd Republican complaints about
Obama’ s budget are.

| havebeen sent aquestion by afaithful
reader towhich| don’t haveaready answer,
and so | will turnto my readers. “ A couple
each hasasmall business, with acombined
total of at least 25 employees. Thiscouple
expandedtheir businessesbefore President
Obama’ s plan was announced.

“They have each borrowed money to
expand their businesses. With the tax hike
on families earning $250,000 or more, the
money they are paying back theloanswith
istaxed so heavily that they are not going
tobreak even. Theonly way they can make
money is to cut back and lay people off.
Since most Americans work for small
businesses, how can this aspect of the tax
plan be beneficial for our economy?

“Further, why would anyone take the
risk of expanding abusiness, i.e. hiring more
employees, knowingthat thetax burdenwoul d
leave them worse off than they would have
been had they not expanded?’

Contact Ira Grupper at irag@iglou.com,

BACK TO THE
SOURCE

The Pentagon and
the War Profiteers

We did what we could. We drove the
Bushites out. We used our power through the
ballot box. It was glorious when we accom-
plished a nonviolent regime change. During
that long campaign we remained completely
focused on that one goal. To do so was neces-
sary, but actually wedid not talk about thereal
source of the problem that concerns ustoday,
the pentagon and the war profiteers.

Thisisthe major cause of our present economic distress. The military still requires 54
cents of every tax dollar
(according to the “pie” chart from the War Resisters League www.warresisters.org). We
continueto handit over rather than tell the government that we do not want our money spent
for war and weapons.

This message was made strong and clear on March 22, 2009 when more than 10,000 war
protestersmarched acrosstheMemoria Bridgeontheir way tothePentagon. Thepredominantly
young crowd continued to grow astheday proceeded. They marched through the Pentagon north
parking lot into downtown Crystal City where the leading war corporations' headquarters are
located. They then proceeded with adramatic direct action at Boeing, Lockheed Martin, General
Dynamics and KBR — corporations labeled “ merchants of death.”

Jean's
Jeournal

An update on area events
by Jean Edwards

Themarch wasled by acontingent of Iraq and Afghanistan war veterans observing the
sixthanniversary of thelraginvasion. It wasorganized by the ANSWER coalition (Act Now
to Stop War and End Racism). ANSWER®@I nter national ANSWER.org

Acrossthe nation, we see our youth marching and speaking out asthey realize how this
recession is affecting them directly. Frida Berrigan* writes about this misdirected use of
our tax dollars. Her article*How Much IsEnough?’ was printed in Foreign Policy in Focus
in November, 2007. She reminded us of the hope we had in the Cold War period when
anything seemed possible. Even cutting themilitary budget wasnot unthinkable. Scholarship
turned itself to the work of dismantling the war machine. Thiswasjust 15 years ago! Now
in 2008, total military spending wascloseto $647 billion. “ The Bush administration,” Frida
wrote, “has presided over one of the largest military buildups in the history of the United
States. $647 billionisalot of money. After adjusting for inflation, it represents the highest
level of military spending since World War 11.”

TAX DAY (April 15) isthe day when the Internal Revenue service will demand once
again that we pay up. Locally the members of the Fellowship of Reconciliation and friends
will beleafletinginorder to hel p peopl e understand how thebudget i sout of control and how
this uncontrolled military expenditure is the cause of our massive unemployment, our
housing bankruptcies and business failures.

Please join usfor leafleting at noon at Fifth and Market on April 15. For more details
call Jean Edwards at 458-8056.

 FridaBerriganissenior program associate of the Armsand Security Initiative at the New
America Foundation. Previously, she served as deputy director and senior research
associate at the Arms Trade Resource Center at the World Policy Institute at the New
School in New York City. She is a columnist for Foreign Policy in Focus and a
contributing editor to In These Times magazine. Sheisalso the daughter of Phil Berrigan
and Elizabeth McAlister. We are negotiating to bring her here to speak in the fall.

(continued on page 7)
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"When machinesand computers, profit
motivesand propertyrightsareconsidered
more important than people, the giant
triplets of racism, materialism, and
militarism are incapable of being
conquered.”—M.L.KingJr. (April 4,1967)

The Louisville chapter of the
Fellowship of Reconciliation and, more
recently, its Aim Higher subcommitteeare
amongtheearliestand most activemembers
of the 23-member (and growing) Silence
over Thunder coalition. This group of
churches, peace and justice organizations,
andrefugeeadvocatesopposesthemilitary
aircraft flyovers and the related recruiter
presence on Louisville's Great Lawn on
the Ohio River shore during the Thunder
air show at Kentucky Derby time.

The codlition was started a decade ago
by alone, middle-aged Quaker woman who
went to a public meeting at the Kentucky
Derby Festival, Inc. (KDF) offices. Shewas
physically—and unceremoniously—es-
corted out of the meeting after speaking out
against the literally overpowering presence
of the weapons of war in a mgjor, county-
wide family celebration. From that day for-
ward, we have witnessed, demonstrated, and
lesfleted for the elimination of this militari-
zation of afamily event.

Pleasecomeout andjoin U.S. Thun-
der Day—Saturday April 18—for an al-
ternative picnic, and for leafleting and si-
lent witness near and on the Great Lawn
against the presence of the weaponry and
recruiters. Details on times and locations
arein thismonth’s FORSooth calendar. If
you can’'t come to the picnic or the down-
town events, we hopeyou'll talk with your
neighbors, writealetter totheeditor earlier
in that week, call KDF at 584-6383 (KDF
is an ongoing nonprofit corporation and
they, not the city, control al of Thunder),
and/or call aTV or radio station. Here are
the coreideas we' re raising, and hope you
cansharewith neighbors, media, andKDF:

Cheering glamorized military might
does not equateto patriotism, or
what isgreat about America.

It seems to some as more reminiscent
of Red Square on May Day in the 1950s.

“Honey, let’s not invite the bombers
to the Thunder party this year!”

The Killing Machines of Thunder:
On April 18", It’s Time for a Change

The air show was not inserted for
patriotism; it was for crowd control. The
show producer believesthat itisapatriotic
display, and has relabeled it as such over
theyears. We cannot agree. We agreewith
Martin Luther King, Jr. about the danger to
our values and country of literally putting
the machines before the people. We have
veteransin our coalition. We show respect
for men and women in uniform, support
their presence in the Pegasus parade and
the cheers they receive there for their
commitment and risk. The TV announcers
covering theair show, however, talk about
the speed, the payl oads and the armaments
capability of the aircraft. That is not the
core of pride in America. The producer
does not speak for us, nor for much of
Louisvilleincallingthispatriotic. Inatime
of anunpopular war, especialy, itisdivisive
and does not represent the whole city.

Respect both L ouisville's growing
immigrant communities and the
thousands of veter ans suffering
from PTSD, don't forcethem to
relivefor three daysthe past
terrors of warplanes bombing
towns and villages.

KDF hasasurvey doneevery few years
to seewho comesto Thunder, what they like,
and—mostimportantly for KDF seventfund-
raising efforts—where and how they spend
their money. Of course, some particularly
liketheair show, of whichthemilitary planes
are currently the largest part.

We have asked KDF to aso look at
those who do not come to Thunder, and
why. Some may just not like the crowds
and racket, but there are others who are
deeply afraid and troubled by thememories
the war plane flyovers bring back. Some
have PTSD. Refugees from war-torn
countries—like many countries in Africa
and most recently, like Palestinians from
the Gaza Strip—may often beinthisgroup.
Therearealso U.S. veterans of many wars
whosuffer fromPTSD. Theestimateshover
around 20 percent of all soldierswho have
been in combat zones. These refugees and
vets may choose not to go down to the

GIFTS THAT KEEP ON GIVING

Phonecallsareanimportant part of our livesinmaintainingtheofficeof theL ouisville
chapter of the Fellowship of Reconciliation. However | was really taken by surprise
recently by a particular phone call which stays on my mind.

The caller was Virginia Hutsell, along-time member of the F.O.R. Shejoined at age
15 when she was living in Berea, Kentucky. Shortly after the Louisville chapter was
formed, the national office sent us Virginia s nameto contact. She was now alibrarian at
the main library in downtown Louisville. She became active right away along with her
husband, Tom, amedical doctor. In 1982 wewere preparing to send two busloadsto New
Y ork for a huge disarmament rally sponsored by the United Nations. Virginia pitched in
tohelp. Sheserved astreasurer for the 80 reservationsand used her artistic expertisetohelp

decorate the buses.

Back to Virginia's phone call. She expressed her suggestion of a way to keep the
Louisville FOR chapter from becoming extinct in the future. Virginiaannounced that she
and Tom havebeen negotiatingwiththeir lawyer toincludetheFell owship of Reconciliation,
Louisville Chapter, intheir will. Thiscame asacomplete surpriseto us, and wewere quite

overcome.

Thisisthefirst timethat anyone has approached us about including the FOR in their
will. Wegreatly admirethe Hutsel I sfor setting thisexampl e, asthey have hopesthat others
may beencouraged tofollow suit. Georgeand | havealsotakenthisstep, since FOR ishigh
on our list of priorities. So that makes four of us.

Aretheir others out there who could provide support for the L ouisville chapter in this
way far into the future? If so, please let us know. Call 458-8056.

Great Lawn, but thereisno relief, no “no-
fly” zone anywhere in the area. Up to this
year, three days of flights across all of

Kentuckiana are imposed on all of U.S. at

home. We have heard the stories:

* A teacher shared how refugee students
in her middle-school classes cannot
pay attention during the fly-overs, and
some even get under their desks
because of terrorsthey experienced in
their home country;

» A Presbyterian minister working with
refugee families has a similar story of a
new refugeefamily, unabletoleavetheir
home during the days of the flyovers,
andindeed climbing under their bedsout
of old fears; and

* A World War Il veteran pilot tells U.S.
he cannot go anywhere downtown for
those three days because he knowswhat
the planesare capabl e of when the bomb
bays open, and can’t face reliving what
hewent through morethan 50 yearsago.

Tell KDF, and your neighbors, that we

areactively supporting thetroopsstill recov-
ering from their wars. For refugees and vets
who want to avoid the memories and fears,
“Get over it” is not a compassionate re-
sponse. We are asking for the elimination of
the military flyovers, but have adso advo-
cated to KDF and the corporate sponsorsfor
at least limiting theflyoversto Thunder Day,
and to theriver corridor, asafirst step. KDF
has apparently responded by agreeing to
eliminate Thursday practiceflyovers, andto
“try” tokeep theflyoversout of the southern
part of the county where most new refugees
live. They should be thanked for this step,
and encouraged to further limit the flyovers
to theriver corridor aong Jefferson County,
with the turns made out over the less-popu-
lated countryside.

Fighters, attack helicoptersand
nuclear-capable bombersflying
overhead are fascinating—hbut
deadly—technology, not “family
entertainment” asthe festival
committee advertised.

If theair show wereamovie, it should
not even beRrated. It shouldbeM. Mature
audiences only.

The sanitized display of weagponstech-
nology isapart of military recruitment. Just
likethevansonthe Great Lawn. Last spring,
the Human Rights project of the national
ACLU issued areport (“ Soldiers of Misfor-
tune”) to the Committee on the Rights of the
Child, commentingon U.S. compliancewith
the U.N. Optiond Protocol on the Involve-
ment of Children in Armed Conflict. This
Protocol was ratified by the U.S. Senate in
2002, andisabinding declarationby theU.S.
that it will not recruit children 16 years or
younger. The ACLU says

“In practice ,however, the U.S. armed
services regularly target children under 17
for military recruitment, heavily recruiting
on high school campuses, in school lunch-
rooms, and in classes. Department of De-
fense instructions to recruiters, the U.S.
military’ scollectionsof information onhun-
dredsof thousandsof 16-year-olds, and mili-
tary training corpsfor childrenasyoungas11
reveal that students are targeted for recruit-
ment as early as possible. By exposing chil-
drenyounger than 17 tomilitary recruitment,

the United States military violatesthe terms
of the Optiona Protocal.”

Take the symbols of a divisive
war, and therecruitersthat area
part of the air show deal, out of
our celebration.

Theair show itself wasnot apart of the
earliest Thunder Days. The fireworks are
the principal attraction. KDF notes on its
Thunder website that the air show was
added for crowd control as more and more
people came down during the day to get
primelocationsfor the evening fireworks.
Then the military portion of the air show
was added to the air show because it was
free (amost—just aviation fuel, and flight
and maintenance crew expenses). And
finally, vanloads of recruiterswere added,;
they were not a quid pro quo when the
military aircraft first appeared in Thunder.
It's about the money, not patriotism.

At an annual festival in Milwaukee,
Wisconsin Peace Action urged the city’s
SummerFest celebration organizing
committee to eliminate the violent video
war “games’ inthe Army recruiters’ areas.
After reviewing the videos, the organizers
worked with the Army, and the video vans
were removed. KDF claims to have
reviewedall of thematerial intherecruiting
vans on the Great Lawn Thunder Day. As
another stepin demilitarizing Thunder, we
want KDF to take these first steps that
SummerFest has to remove the military
recruiter presence.

Let’'screate alternatives for our
children and friends—here, and
around theworld.

We have a vision to share about a
better Thunder afternoon. How about
peaceful skies, more aerobatics, more
skydivers, more music, but no bombers
over-or military recruiters on— the Great
Lawn? The Silence over Thunder and
particularly, the sister Peaceful Skies
coalition has already tried to provide a
model of more* Peaceful Skies’ on Thunder
Day. We've had a Thunder Day picnic
with arts, crafts, and local music down in
the south end of town. We intentionally
selected that areabecauseit isfarther away
from the jets, and closer to where many
new immigrantsto Louisvillelive. We've
even flown kites, which are apparently
illegal on the Great Lawn Thunder Day
because of the aircraft. We wish we could
do it al on the Great Lawn.

Urge the KDF—which is having
troubleraisingfundsfor Thunder—toscale
back to still be able to have Thunder
fireworksin the future. Tell them we want
to help them create an afternoon with more
local and, asthepro-independent artsslogan
says, "weird” entertainment. That means
smaller-scale entertainment for the whole
family. We've offered to help organize
local musiciansto play on the Great Lawn
as an dternative for the crowds to the
screaming jets. There would be more
tangible advertising for the corporate
sponsors on the stages. There could even
besomerelatively small prizesfor musical
competitions.

After al, Derby is al about friendly
competition. Bombers never will be.

April 2009
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Calendar for peacemakers

Apr 1 (Wed) THE LOUISVILLE SUSTAINABILITY
FORUM. Meets the first Wednesday of each month. The
forum’s purpose is to hold and promote the intention of
sustainability for Louisville; establish and nourish
relationships that strengthen community and create change;
and create a space for discussion that inspires, motivates and
deepensour ability to catalyze socia change. Bring your lunch
and enjoy the company of like-minded community members.
Noon to 1:45 PM, Passionist Earth & Spirit Center, The Barn
at 1924 Newburg Road.

Apr 4 (Sat) SATURDAY ACADEMY. Black and African World
History with Dr. BlaineHudson (11 AM to 12:30 PM). Followed
by Anthony Henderson of the Muhammad Ali Museum and
Madeleine Burnside of the Frazier Historical Museum. (12:45
PM to 2 PM). DuValle Education Center Cafeteria, 3610 Bohne
Avenue, Cdl Bani Hines-Hudson, 295-7531.

April 4 (Sat) ARBOR DAY “PLANT FOR THE PLANET.”
Volunteers will give away 1,300 trees from the Kentucky
Division of Forestry to anyonewho pledgesto plant and nurse
them to adulthood. Choices include both canopy and
understory species. 9 AM to 3 PM. Warheim Park, 1832
Overlook Terrace (four blocks from the Douglass L oop). For
more information, contact Stephen Spanyer at 459-1405 or
srs@iglou.com.

Apr 5 (Sun) VIGIL FOR PEACE every first Sunday evening,
remembering all those suffering from conflictsin the Middle
East. Bringasign. 7-8 PM, Bardstown Road at Douglass Blvd.
Sponsored by LPAC (Louisville Peace Action Community).
For moreinformation, call Judy Munro-L eighton at 456-6914.

Apr 5 (Sun) SUSTAINABLE LOCAL PUBLIC POLICY.
Every Sunday at 2 PM at the Legal Aid Society, 416 W.
Muhammad Ali. Become a part of this grassroots movement
bringing principles of sustainability into local public policy.
For details, contact: j@bikecourier.org.

Apr 6 (Mon) SUSTAINABLE LOCAL PUBLIC POLICY.
Every Monday at 6 PM at the Center for Neighborhoods, 610
South Fourth Street, #701. Become a part of this grassroots
movement bringing principles of sustainability into local
public policy. For details, contact: j@bikecourier.org.

Apr 7 (Tues) RASHID KHAL DI will explore themesfrom his
recent book, Sowing Crisis: The Cold War and American
Hegemony in the Middle East. Khalidi is the Edward Said
Professor of Arab Studies at Columbia University. Free and
open to the public. 4 PM, UofL Ekstrom Library, Chao
Auditorium. For more details, call John Morrison, 741-0690.

Apr 8 (Wed) KITLAC (Ky Interfaith Taskforce on Latin
America and the Caribbean). Every second Wednesday at
the Presbyterian Seminary. 7:30 pm. Call David Horvath, 479-
9262, or Pat Geier, 456-6586.

April 9 (Thu) THE FDR/LINCOLN LEGACY CLUB. Meets
the second Thursday of the month, for those interested in
learning about fair trade and the American system of
economics of Hamilton and Clay. 6:30 PM, 1838 Frankfort
Ave. For more information, contact John Miller at
papajohnl15@bellsouth.net.

Apr 9 (Thurs) APPAF (American Palestine Public Affairs
Forum). Every second Thursday. This month’s film will be
“End Game: A Future Scenario for Israel.” 7:30 PM,
Louisville Presbyterian Seminary, 1044 Alta Vista Road,
Nelson Hall, Room 118. For more information, call Bashar
Masri, 773-1836.

Apr 10 (Fri) WAY OF THE CROSS: AWALK FOR JUSTICE.
Theevent isajustice-oriented Stations of the Cross, focusing
onthesuffering of Jesusasreflected in situations of oppression
and suffering today. The walk covers about one and a half
miles, beginning at Martin Luther King Park in front of the
Mazzoli Federal Building (on Chestnut between Sixth and
Seventh Streets) and ending at Founders' Square Park at Fifth
and Muhammad Ali. 9:30 AM to 11:30 AM. For more
information, contact David Horvath at 479-9262.

Apr 11 (Sat) PEAK OIL. Every 2nd Saturday, Main Library,
4th & York, Mezzanine, Boardroom. 9:00 AM. Call George
Perkins, 425-6645.

Apr 11 (Sat) CHURCH WOMEN UNITED ANNUAL
ASSEMBLY LUNCHEON. This year’s speaker will be
Sarah Lynn Cunningham of the Louisville Climate Action
Network (L.CAN). She will discuss ways we can clean up
our environment and keep it more environmentally safe.
Beginning at 10 AM, Masterson’'s Restaurant, 1830 South
Third St. $16. For tickets, please call Doris Yochim, 425-
5927, by March 20™.

Apr 11 (Sat) SATURDAY ACADEM Y. Black and African World
History with Dr. Blaine Hudson (11 AM to 12:30 PM).
Followed by a presentation by Dr. Joy Carew of UofL on
“Blacksin Russia.” (12:45 PM to 2 PM). DuValle Education
Center Cafeteria, 3610 Bohne Avenue. Call Bani Hines-
Hudson, 295-7531.

Apr 11 (Sat) A. PHILIPRANDOLPH INSTITUTE ANNUAL
BANQUET will beheld at Hotel Louisville (formerly Holiday
Inn) at 120 West Broadway. Rev. Wayne Steele, Pastor, Peace
Presbyterian Church will receive the Community Service
Award. 6 PM. Tickets are $50 per person or $400 for atable
of 8. Proceeds go to voter registration, voter education and
the get-out-the-vote fund. For reservations, call Cylister
Williams at 778-7885.

Apr 15 (Wed) HOME SWEET HOME: UNDERSTANDING
HOUSING BASICS. This three-hour workshop will cover
topicssuch asunderstanding credit, tenants’ rights, utilitiescosts
and weatherization, forecl osure prevention, and how to evaluate
whether home ownership isright for you. 5 PM to 8 PM, Main
Library, Fourth and York Streets. For more information, contact
the Metropolitan Housing Coalition at 584-6858.

Apr 16 (Thurs) PEACE EDUCATION GAMES DAY I1. Learn

our latest cooperative games during this fun and energizing
workshop. 10 AM to 2 PM at 318 West Kentucky St. $55 fee
includeswritten materials, boxed lunch and loadsof fun. Limited
to 40 participants—registration required. For moreinformation,
contact the Peace Education Program at 589-6583.

Apr 16 (Thurs) THIRD THURSDAY LUNCH. “Facingthe
World's Enormous Challenges: The United Nations,” ajoint
presentation featuring Matt Hanka, President of the Louisville
chapter United Nations Association, and Dr. Mary Abrams
of the Episcopal Diocese of Kentucky, Peace and Justice
Division. Matt will focus on the relevance today of the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights while Mary will
present the UN’sMillennium Development Goals. The Lunch
is sponsored by the Fellowship of Reconciliation in
cooperation with Interfaith Pathsto Peace. Rudyard Kipling,
422 West Oak. Buffet lunch at 11:30; presentation begins at
noon. $6. For reservations, call Jean Edwards at 458-8056 or
email edwardsfor @bellsouth.net.

Apr 16 (Thurs) KENTUCKY SINGLE PAYERHEALTH CARE.

Every third Thursday, 5:30 PM. Main Library, 4th & York Streets,
Mezzanine Board Room. Call Kay Tillow, 636-1551.

Apr 16 (Thurs) A SPIRITUALITY FOR BROK ENNESS. Terry

Taylor will read from and sign copies of his book, A
Spirituality for Brokenness, at Carmichael’s Bookstore at 7
PM. 2720 Frankfort Avenue. For more information, contact
Terry at 214-7322 or tatduende2@yahoo.com.

Apr 18 (Sat) SATURDAY ACADEMY. Black and African World

History with Dr. Blaine Hudson (11 AM to 12:30 PM).
Followed by aguest presentation to be announced (12:45 PM
to 2 PM). DuValle Education Center Cafeteria, 3610 Bohne
Avenue. Call Bani Hines-Hudson, 295-7531.

April 18 (Sat) “PEACEFUL SKIES PICNIC" AT

AMERICANA CENTER. The Silence Over Thunder
Coalition works toward an end to military aircraft in the air
show and recruiters on the Great Lawn. Weinviteyou to help
with and enjoy a family-friendly alternative picnic at
Americana Center 10 AM - 2 PM. Meet at 3 PM at Christ
Church Cathedral for leafleting and a silent witness walk on
the Great Lawn. For details, contact Chris Harmer at
colonel221@yahoo.com.

Apr 19 (Sun) LOUISVILLE COMMITTEE FOR ISRAELI/

PALESTINIAN STATES. Every third Sunday. First
Unitarian Church, 4" & York Streets, 3:00 PM. Call Beverley
Marmion, 451-5658.

Apr 19 (Sun) “AIM HIGHER” focusing on military counter-

recruitment. Usually meets every 2nd Sunday at 7:00 PM,
but is meeting a week later this month due to Easter. 2236
Kaelin Avenue at the FOR office. This group welcomes
invitations to speak about conscientious objection, military
recruitment, and the possibility for high school students to
“opt out” of having their names given to recruiters. Call Chris
Harmer, 893-2334. colonel 221@yahoo.com.

Apr 20 (Mon) DEADLINE FOR THE MAY |ISSUE OF
FORsooth. Contact George Morrison, editor, at 454-
2752, or kim86@att.net. Note: Please email new or
updated calendar listingsto calendar.peace@gmail.com,
or call Nikki at 451-3402.

Apr 23 (Thurs) AMBASSADOR ADNAN ABU-ODEH OF

JORDAN will speak about “The International Crisis Group
and the Arab/lIsraeli Conflict” following a dinner at St.
Michael Antiochean Orthodox Church, Hikes Lane at Furman
Blvd. Dinner at 7 PM and program at 8:15 PM. $10.00. For
reservations, please call Beth Clark: 426-3505. Sponsored by
the American Palestine Public Affairs Forum. (The program
at 8:15 isfree of charge and open to the public.)

Apr 25 (Sat) SATURDAY ACADEMY. Black and African World

History with Dr. Blaine Hudson (11 AM to 12:30 PM).
Followed by aguest presentation to be announced (12:45 PM
to 2 PM). DuValle Education Center Cafeteria, 3610 Bohne
Avenue. Call Bani Hines-Hudson, 295-7531.

Apr 25 (Sat) A SPIRITUALITY FOR BROKENNESS. Terry

Taylor will read from and sign copies of his book, A
Spirituality for Brokenness, at Destinations Booksellersat 604
East Spring Street in New Albany at 3 PM. For more
information, contact Terry at 214-7322 or
tatduende2@yahoo.com.

Apr 27 (Mon) F.O.R. STEERING COMM I TTEE. Presbyterian

Seminary, 1044 AltaVista Road. Meets every fourth Monday.
Visitorsencouraged. Call Dennis Bricking, 298-0590, or Phil
Schervish, 558-7175.

Apr 27 (Mon) SHARON WALLACE REPORTSON GAZA.

Sharon will share her experiences of delivering
humanitarian aid to Gaza at the Fourth Monday Forum at
the Braden Center, 3208 West Broadway, 7 to 9 PM. For
more details, call 778-8130.

April 30 (Thurs) FORsooth LABELING at Beverley Marmion's,

6:30 pm. We need you for one hour! Please stop by and socialize
while your fingers do the work. Bouquets to those who do this
important work every month! Call 451-5658.

Please email new or updated calendar
listingsto calendar.peace@gmail.com,
or call Nikki at 451-3402.
Deadline for the May issueisApril 23.

Regular Meeting Times for
Area Organizations
ADDICTION RECOVERY ADVOCATES OF
KENTUCKIANA — 2nd Thursday (585-3375)

AIDSINTERFAITH MINISTRIES (AIM) OF
KENTUCKIANA, INC. — 1st Tuesday (574-6085 or 574-6086)

AMERICA 2000 DEMOCRATIC CLUB —
4th Tuesday (459-0616)

AMERICANS UNITED FOR SEPARATION OF CHURCH AND
STATE - 3rd Thursday, every other month at noon (608-7517)

AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL — 1st Saturday (637-8951)

APPAF (American Palestine Public Affairs Forum) —
2nd Thursday (895-8155)

BREAD FOR THE WORLD - Last Monday (239-4317)

CAPA (Citizens Against Police Abuse) —
2nd Thursday (778-8130)

CART (Coalition for the Advancement of Regional
Transportation) — 3rd Wednesday, 1578 Bardstown Road
(895-5172)

CLOUT [Citizens of Louisville Organized and

Working Together] -(583-1267)

COMMITTEE FOR PEACE IN THE MIDDLE EAST —
2nd Monday (456-6586)

COMMON CAUSE — 1st Tuesday, every other month
(454-7797)

COMMUNIST PARTY USA — First Sunday at 5:00 PM
(384-3875)

COMMUNITY FARM ALLIANCE OF JEFFERSON
COUNTY - 2nd Tuesday (775-4041)

CONVERSATION CAFE — Wednesday evenings (560-0085)

COUNTER RECRUITMENT, “Aim Higher” —
Second Sunday (893-2334)

EARTH SAVE LOUISVILLE - 2nd Saturday (299-9520)
www.L ouisvilleEarthSave.org

FAIRNESS CAMPAIGN — Quarterly community dialogues
and volunteer opportunities (893-0788)

FDR/Lincoln Legacy Club — 1st Thursday,
papajohn15@bell south.net

FELLOWSHIP OF RECONCILIATION —
4th Monday (558-7175 or 895-8516)

FRIENDSHIP FORCE OF LOUISVILLE — 2nd Tuesday
(893-8436)

GREATER LOUISVILLE SIERRA CLUB —
3rd Tuesday (897-3335)

HABITAT FOR HUMANITY — Wednesdays, Thursdays,
Fridays & Saturdays (637-6265)

INTERFAITH PATHS TO PEACE — 1st Tuesday (214-7322)

IRFI (Islamic Research Foundation International, Inc.) —
Sundays at 6:00 PM (502-423-1988)

JOBSWITH JUSTICE KENTUCKY (582-5454)

JURISDICTIONARY CLUB OF LOUISVILLE —
Know the law and how to use it (500-8161)

JUSTICE RESOURCE CENTER — 3rd Saturday (562-6737)

KFTC [KENTUCKIANS FOR THE COMMONWEALTH] —
2nd Monday (589-3188)

KY ALLIANCE AGAINST RACIST & POLITICAL
REPRESSION — 3rd Monday (778-8130)

KY COALITION TO ABOLISH THE DEATH PENALTY —
Last Tuesday (541-9998)

KITLAC (KY INTERFAITH TASKFORCE ON LATIN
AMERICA & THE CARIBBEAN) — 2nd Wednesday (479-9262)

KY RAINBOW/PUSH COALITION — (245-2272)

LOUISVILLE COMMITTEE FOR ISRAELI/PALESTINIAN
STATES - 3rd Sunday (451-5658)

LOUISVILLE PEAK OIL GROUP — 2nd Saturday (425-6645)

LPAC (LOUISVILLE PEACE ACTION COMMUNITY) —
(558-9124)

LOUISVILLE WOMEN CHURCH -
Meditation 1st & 3rd Sundays (473-8435)

LOUISVILLE YOUTH GROUP — Friday nights
(893-0788), www.louisvilleyouthgroup.org

METRO SWEEP FOR ACCESS — 3rd Tuesday
(895-0866 or 899-9261)

METROPOLITAN HOUSING COALITION —
4th Wednesday (584-6858)

MIGHTY KINDNESS — mightykindness@gmail.com
(235-0711)

MUHAMMAD ALI INSTITUTE FOR PEACE AND
JUSTICE, at UL (852-6372)

NAACP (National Association for the Advancement of
Colored People) — 3rd Monday (776-7608)

NAMI (National Alliance for the Mentaly I11) —
2nd Monday (245-5287)

PARENTS, FAMILIES & FRIENDS OF LESBIANS AND
GAY'S (P-FLAG) — 3rd Sunday (329-0229)

PEACE & COMPASSION BUDDHA CIRCLE/CML —
(451-2193, brozier@bellsouth.net)

RCRC [Religious Coalition for Reproductive Choice] —
(866-606-0988)

RESULTS (a hunger lobby) — 2nd Saturday (451-4907)
911 TRUTH LOUISVILLE (502-609-6020)

US DEPARTMENT OF PEACE CAMPAIGN OF KY —
3rd Sunday (472-1772)

YOUNG DEMOCRATIC SOCIALISTS—

every Friday at 2:30 PM (712-2338)

Note: If your group would like to be added to thislist or if information
needs to be updated, please let us know by calling 458-8056.



